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Abstract

A continuous-flow microwave-assisted reactor, which has the microwave power of 2,000 W
and maximum flow rate of 760 mL/min, was developed for biodiesel production from palm oil
via transesterification. The experiments were conducted to determine the optimum conditions for
biodiesel synthesis using the developed reactor. It is found that the maximum yield (FAMEs) of
97.4 % wt/wt was obtained at optimum conditions of 7.5 : 1 alcohol to oil molar ratio, 2.0 %
wt/wt KOH, 50 °C reaction temperature and 700 mL/min flowrate. Biodiesel produced meets
Thailand biodiesel standard. In addition, biodiesel blends (B10 and B50) were tested on a 10 HP
diesel engine and compared with conventional diesel (D100). The result shows that the
performance of biodiesel blends were similar to that of conventional diesel. The average power
and torque of biodiesel blends were 5.3 % higher. The average specific fuel consumption of

biodiesel blends was 3.7 % lower. Besides, biodiesel blends produced lower level emissions.

Keywords: microwave; biodiesel; continuous flow; palm oil; performance evaluation, diesel

engine
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Tanaoufiovhlijazeninldesnanmiuay
auysal nandndlfeozidululefiwadaduans
UszLanioaLnes (ester) Ao nanluiueiaoaimes
(fatty acid ethyl esters, FAEEs) nsaifldon
voaduansisiunaznsalutuiiaeamed (fatty
acid methyl esters, FAMEs) @1#3ulunIUoa
wazilnanaoeladundiwasea (glycerol) ludiu
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wFesufnsnidmiunanlulefiwanuuseiilowie
nslinudeuaineaululasid Savmuiunen
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FWeiitonaslduszloviannlulasianluaiy
710554 (Research  Center of Microwave
utilization in  Engineering, RCME) Tneindos
Ug’jmzﬁﬁﬁ@umﬁuﬁﬁwé’ﬁuiﬂmw 2,000 W 8m351
n15luavesansiafugean 760 ml/min wagd
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2.1 dngAvuazasiall
asnesuildlummasesasduihiuinduuians
(refined palm oil, RPO) fuSunmaesnsaluiu
Saszot] 0.15 % usanesedldvinuFAze Aewm
1ea (methanol, CH,OH) AM3Ludu 99.8 % lag
1 Inuadeulansenlas (potassium hydroxide,
KOH) avudiudu 85.0 % tlusseujizen

2.2 n159na99
TunuisedazAnwinisduasisilulediaalag
naaeunsinUfAseildansdsiulusnsdiu
Tua weaneseduasinsuvingu 6 - 1, 75:1,9:
1 uay 10.5 : 1 IngludunoumsiwIouansaeduas
finswssuansazanefdudriunauvosuoanaged
fusussufiselnunaldenlansonlas (KOH) Tu
Bn31E 1.0, 1.5, 2.0 Uag 2.5 % wt/wt gumqil
yosmaiinUfisenazgnaruaulii 50 °C dmsu

nstouansasiudiaiasufnsalaznaaaunie
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8m31n15lva 550, 700, 850, 1000 wag 1150  anuululedwaiildazgniluiiunseuiunsdn
mL/min  w@ndaudiildanujisemsiudieams wazwendadevuneutlulefiwalunaaeuvseld

Siatuargninluuwenniiweseasenainlulediea usall
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2.3 Mylnseinuantavedlulafiua HP6890 (2) Armnudunsauazenlelofulagld
ulofiwafindnldasgninuvageunn  1A383 Compact tritator Ju G20 Wae (3) AAIA
autAugiu %9l (1) USum FAMEs uasUSinar  nillelngldiados viscosity bath iilerU3suiiteuty
Tulundweslse andwoslsn uazlasndweslsd  Aumsgundadueianaivnssy lulefwadmsy
Tneldiadosufalasunlvng1il (sas chromate-  LA3oswudiwavsuisa [12)
gramphy, GC) 8% HEWLETT PACKARD {u
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2.4 nsnadevaussauzvaslulefiwauu
sasudnagay wazn1snsiinelode
msnaaevaussaurlulefwainanle
Tngthunaufutnsiufiea 100 % (D100) #ae
dnIrdunansosay 10 (B10) kay 50 (B50) wan
inlunaaeuuuAsessudfgauuguiie vie
o bnllagnssvulrunagoulaulufiines
\n3esuAnNAaeuBe Kubota Ju RT100DI v
10 usesh launludiwmes (Dynamometer) tWuuuu
nszudluaiu (Eddy current) ive Tokyokoki
Schenck  3u W-40 fi1dsgean 60 usen (PS)
é’m’u%aqqqm 17,000 58UADUTN
Fnsunmsimsiviivaiwainlewdevas
\n3esusiUasgeonuntuasiinsnaasudiay
fuarUnafiglodeainniswnlungiiingusy

13

59U 1,600 rpm (Lﬂ%‘laaaumﬁﬁ%maﬁmgﬂqm) way
2,400 rpm (Lﬂ%“awuﬂﬁmisqqqm) AuaInu Lag
W3aainAIATus (smoke meter) WUUNTZANY
N34 B0 Sokken u GSM-3DPM  uag LAT0q
Anszailelde (exhaust gas analyzer) Sva EMS
$u 5002 Geldihnisnratauinna afuouneu
wanlan (CO) lalasasuau (HO) was lulnsiau

ponlys (nitrogen oxide, NO)

3. NAN153BLATIN5Al
31 dnsfmunzdwiunisudnlule
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3.1.1 nrauluavesansaadiu nanns
vepeuiiondnsdiuluaszuinaweanageduaz
ﬁ:ﬂﬂuﬁmmzauﬁmamﬂugﬂﬁ 2 nelaaniiy
NIAWANTWNTYN 200 % w/wt BRIINTT
Tnavesdnshefiu 700 mU/min - WudUsunw
FAMEs  wedlulefwafindalaildfinguny

YSunaueanesediild lneilengandn 97 % wi/wt
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Wednsnduluauinnin 7.5

Ufsemaudieamesinduiiaiuseann 6 ¢
[7] TagUSanas FAMESs de1gendn 96.5 % wit/wt
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94.0 -

FAMEs (Yowt/wt)

92.0 -

90.0 -

6:1

7.5:1 9:1
danaIulua (Alc:oil)

10.5:1
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SfufidsoUSunas FAMEs

3.1.2 Ysmnausiusaufizen Tunisfine
fuseuisentudunimaassfidnsdnluaves

AN5099 UMY 7.5 ¢ 1 egdnsinisiura 700

'
a

mL/min waznaaeulasldusunndasaufizen
wansineiu wudusuia FAMEs veslulediad
AR lAd AL oL US I YDA BT IU AT

Fauansluguil 3 USuas FAMEs fiangandn 97 %

aaa

wt/wt LilaUSunavesiilssisendnnndt 2.0 %

ANARAINAY 97.6 %

U9

wt/wt IngU3uad FAMEs i
wt/wt USnaf s fisemintu 2.5 % wr/wt

3.1.3 $asnslva 3U7 4 uanawanis
naaosfion1dnsinisiuadinunzanlunis
Fuanwilulefwaaininiesunsaiiiaing lne
ansmauiisaduluawiiu 7.5 1 uasUSu
ALSURse1 20 % wi/wt Wudn FAMEs §
Agegaviiiy 97.4 % wt/wt fisnsinsiva 550

wag 700 mL/min lagszeziiainansegluiaies
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Ufnsal (residence time) TAwv1iv 42.8 way
33.6 s AMAWU LavUTIM FAMES fidianasile
Snsrnslnaiinty vedundunaidesunain
szozarfiansegluiadesufnsaianawitlinig
WindfAseamsiudieamesiiaduvens

dupszilulofiwanislumiosujnsaldsliingu

RIRNGHGTEDY
100.0 50.0
42.8 [ %FAMESs
98.0 974 @mgum Residence time 40.0
E -
Z 96.0- 30.0
2
2 94.0 20.0
=
<
=
92.0 10.0
90.0 T T ‘ ‘ 0.0
550 700 850 1,000 1,150
M55 1% (mL/min)
JUN 3 navesdSunuvesdisaufisen KOH 7l
faUSued FAMEs
100.0 50.0
42.8 [557] %FAMEs
98.0 - 9,& 97.4 empum Residence time 1 40.0
z
E 96.0 96.0 -30.0
X
S 94.0- -20.0
=
<
=
92.0- 100
90.0 : x : 0.0

. 1
700 850 1,000 1,150

9n51M3 1@ (mL/min)

550

JUN 4 1828380315 inavesansAeiuniise

USuad FAMEs

INNANITNAADING 3 dIU NUIIF1TAY
funemsd@luainiu 7.5 : 1 9nsinshua 700
mU/min  kagdTunadsalfiseniniu 2.0 %

wt/wt  Wuaneimungay damsunisuasliule

Residence time (s)

Residence time (s)
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3.2 audanugiuvadluTofwaiindald

lulefwafiduaseituanauideil

gnilUiessiuantinugiuveslulofies
wuidaudfidulumudeimuanunimuinsgiu
nanfueigaamnssy luledwaussinalneg laed
AaudAnansinsed 1
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AN5IAIIZ LBLRY
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sUN

Y

WWpsuRnadaun I8 bulafwa B10

LARSENTTOULNITYINNIUVDY
way B50
Feufuihuiea wuirlulewailaussaurnis
vaulndidssiuisiuiiea Tnarfdundesus
LL@sLLSﬂﬁmqa%ULaﬁa 5.3 % uardnsauUdos
T\TWLW’]zaﬂa(ﬂLQgEJ 3.7 % Lﬁamaauﬁw B50 ﬂﬁ;ﬂﬁ

I ¢ﬁ' ' = o N A
21U VUNALUBINNAN ﬂ’J’]iUIE]@L?JﬁV]’JIU@JﬂWJW]UQQ

v
°o o o

wazflaudilunisudeduiinnitunsuiiiea [13]
odnslsfiny navesautinsaeiifineluloniwai
nanlddusniudesiundnwideluluouian
dmsuA1Aiumi (smoke density) vesfinlelde
s lnsiduiiananasiieiusnsidrunay
yaslulefwatu Tne B50 firaTusdesniningiu
flwaiads 25 % AiAM5I50U 1,600 rpm usdl
mmﬁqsauqaﬂdw 2,400 rpm Araiumvesiule
Awauazinsufimaiielaunnanaiu

Ul 6 uansiafieleideainnis
wrlvsl nunUSunafeatsueutauuenlynLay
aslalasasusuannleidevesluledivaiintes
nledsvesinsufiwariauigisey 1,600 rpm

° o i I3 '
ANNTUNITNAFDUNAIULIITAU 2,400 rom WU
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Usurufigaisveuneuuenlanuwaraisiolng
asuauanledeveslulefwarasiniufieaiian
Tn&Aestu Turazfivsualulasiauesnled
vaslulefwaiAtosninvesisiufiwadndend
aui$aseu 1,600 rpm Tuaasiiviinalulasiay

sonlanveslulefiwailaanasegsitded1Agiile

AranasllnNdenAaeInuI1LluunalNy
Usiiaaes Pillay uazadg [14] 5QLLﬁﬂ’lLﬂuﬁ§ﬁu
pg1enIeneImgleldsannnisiunlug lule
flgauiqs (8100) asfivdunalulasiauoonled
gandinsiunlndvesfiwasssunivialy deil

Waanannisieandaudussruseznavlulule

musaseuiiatudu 2,400 rpm sUsunawes  fiea

Tulasiaueenladannledevedlulefwaiinaaoud
aned 1 audiveslulefiwaiidauaszsils

audRidasiu D100 lulofiadild | wnsgou

mwwﬁmﬁl 40 °C (cSt) 2.88 4.10 35-5.0
AT 15 °C (g/cm3) 0.8141 0.8750 0.860-0.900
AANTOU (J/Q) 45,955 39,626 -
Arudunsa (mgkOH/g) 0.06 0.30 <05
Aleleafu (¢ lodine/100g) 69.0561 54.4638 <120
L% (% wt) - 97.4 4 0.2 > 96.5
A1 Monoglycerride (% wt) - 0.412 <08
A1 Diglyceride (% wt) - 0.062 <02
A triglyceride - 0.024 <02
Free glycerol (% wt) - 0.002 <0.02
Total glycerol - 0.12 < 0.25

“Mnewan : nsgruRdnsusignamnssy TulefiwadniuinIosenifiwanyusy
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AsHAnwaENagevaNsIaurUdlulefiea
nufuUrdudasiaiesufnaailulasian
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4.1 m%aﬂﬁmaﬁﬁﬁ@um%ummm
Fuasresiluledwaanninsiuuadule a1nnis
VAAOUNUIAN 1T ZANE I UNTZUIUANT
nanAosasauluaveueanesadLaisuUNEY

7.5 1 #u3aUHATe 2.0 % wi/wt Lazdns
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n1sbva 700 mL/min vinugAzenfigaumng

Q
v

1150 °C
TnenNaNAnUDY FAMES ﬁLﬁm%uﬁmgqqm 97.4
0.2 % wt/wt

[+

4.2 luledwaiduasisiladaudmduly
MINTRAINUAAUATNUIATFIUNE AT ol
9AEIMNIIY 1111@&%?‘1’1%%111,@%@8@%Lsuamgu
Erdszmdlng (msnedi 1)

4.3 lulofwaiiduasiziladaussaus

TndAssiuinsufwa lilenadauuuLAI o udfLYa
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12

10 A
8 4

HC [PPM]

0 I .
D100 B10

700

600
500
00

[PPM]
w &5

00

NO,

200
100

D100 B10
14
12 4
1
g 0.8
S o061
04
0.2
04 )

D100 B10

(n) 1,600 rpm

D100 B10 B50
D100 B10 B50

s | —
D100 B10 BS0

(v) 2,400 rpm

UM 6 Wisuiisuielodeanninsessudnaaauil 1,600 wag 2,400 rpm

Aanagousiglulefiga B50 MduAsasuiiay
wssdndangeduads 5.3 % uardnsndulies
Suwvasanady 3.7 %

4.4 gwsunsinUsunuledevedlulofiwa
finngaseu 1,600 rpm Luledwaiinas
JanvUaosniumi a1slalasaisueu waghie
anfuauouuanled tosnindfufivatads 25
% druvsuuivlulasiausenlendaluuanmng

o A

fufAassey 2,400 rpm agilusunaaium

6V 6 L3 [
Aga1susuLauuanlyn waralstalasa1suay
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