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Abstract

This study focused on toughness enhancement of polylactic acid (PLA) by grafting PLA with
natural rubber (NR) and using maleic anhydride (MA) as a linker. The parameters investigated here
include (1) the effect of PLA modification into glycolyzed PLA and (2) the effect of MA content. For
the glycolysis of PLA, the ratio of ethylene glycol (EG): PLA was varied from 0.1:1-1:1 by mole and,
for the effect of MA, the MA content was varied from 4-10 part per hundred parts of natural rubber
(phr). The synthesized toughening agents were then used as an impact modifier in PLA in the
amount of 15 % of PLA. For the effect of ethylene glycol in GPLA, it was found that the GPLA-
grafted NR (GPLA-g-NR) could not improve the impact strength of PLA at any content of ethylene
glycol used in this study. On the other hand, the impact strength of PLA-g-NR was found to be
dependent on the MA content, where the highest impact strength was achieved when using 6 phr
of MA in the grafting reaction. This high impact strength was consistent with the good phase
compatibility.

Keywords: natural rubber (NR); poly(lactic acid) (PLA); grafting; reactive melt-blending
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2.1 dngav

ansefifldlunuiteusenoudiened-
waARNLBTA (polylactic acid, PLA) 1nsA 4043D
HARLAYUTEN Nature Works 9119 81455 54U1R
(natural rubber, NR) #ldlusuideidusnauwis
\n3A STR5L 91nusem lulasdu 91in 1esaulna
A9a (ethylene glycol, EG) mwu?qwé 99.5 %
WardeAezdLAn (zinc acetate, ZA) mmu'%qwé
99.5 % WANINUTEN Ajax Finechem Pty Limited
adanoulalase (maleic anhydride, MA) A3
U3avis 99.0 % wag tin octoate AMNUTANS 92.5-
100 % WAMAINUTEN Sigma-Aldrich, Co, Ltd. uag
Wwuea (methanol) A NU3aws 99 % wanlng
Merck KGaA, Ltd. lumiiseeuldmmtiuvemed
LaARNLETALATEI5ITUYANgUNAT 60 Barn
waidea Wunan 24 alus fewhilulde
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i ¥ilne3s reactive melt-blending Ingl#ia3aa
uangnuun1glu (internal mixer) Faidumouly
msduassdaudunaudiefu fe n1sdunsize
ITnalalagnoduan@nuada (glycolyzed PLA,
GPLA) nMs&aas1giensandien (maleated natural
rubber, MNR) uagn15daAT1g9% GPLA-g-NR

(1) N9FUATIZI GPLA F91AS18%
Tnsuanay PLA uazio3aulnanea (EG) Tuiades
UAKNANLUUN18lY Brabender Plasti-corder®

350E figaunnd 160 e @aided muiilsnes

60 seumou? tJutnan 12 uril leelddadqu
EG:PLA Tuems @74 0.1:1, 0.5: 1 way 1:1 ey
Tua wazldBraedme (zinc acetate, ZA) USuned
1 wit% vosvonantiudiiauiisen dadu

a =

UTuaudmunzaudianlunisld za 1udaiss
Ufisenlnalaladaves PET [27] lnea1n31 GPLA
sgteiiiunioslaroufATenseving PLA uas
MNR 31108434 Uﬁﬁ%mﬁmmwmﬁm%ﬂumi

duAT1E9 GPLA uanafaguil 1

0
J\ 0. ﬂ H “0\/\ /L 0. L P OH
HO~~ ‘ Y o+ OH —» o~ W/ T To” T
0 o

Poly(lactic acid)

Ethylene glycol

Glycolyzed PLA

JUN 1 Uffsensduneilnalaladneduaniinueda [20]

CH; -

\ 7
c=¢ + O= 0
I

(n) H
Natural rubber

CH; H 0
\ 0 0
P2 VIS *
CH5 C H:vawv \va«Y

Natural rubber

Maleic anhydride (MA)

Maleic anhydride (MA)

Heat C=—C.
> —_—d
Shearing action o

Heat C—CH»
>

Shearing action

Maleated natural rubber

JUN 2 nalnnssiefsenssssuiimenniadaueulalasauuy free redical mechanism lagiinn1ssians
JenIaTiusEAYed MA uagdl (n) allylic carbon ved NR w38 (v) Wus¥Auas NR [16]

(2) N5AATIZI MNR d9bAS1EN WALty ANULSILsmes 60 SAUMBUNT 1Ia1 12

Tnguanan NR vl STR5L wazuadakaulalase Wit TmeUSuUasulSunn MA 9 4, 6, 8 uay 10

(MA) Tuipsesuanauaeluigungll 135 eea1 diusiefegdiuvedsns (phr) FaU3unu MA N4l
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UITHAINAITI8971UI NR-¢-MA LARNITADAY

sEnIeiusaues MA (aelaiin1sinag) uagh

WuszAnIe allylic carbon vea NR lagufnsenly
nsduased MNR fianninaziintuluenuided
Juujizeuun free redical mechanism fauans
Tugud 2

(3) N1989LATIEI GPLA-g-NR 210
MAseluefnfifinisAneinisaeiwes MA vy

PLA (PLA-g-MA) Tuaniizvasuinal 51891u71

MA mmiaLﬁ@ﬂﬁ&iaﬁ'nﬁﬁuﬁx@mm MA [22-26]
fruniafieatuiuniseeiaes MA Uy NR (NR-
o-MA) Tuiade (2) egrelsinin s1uideniad
FaAs1g9 PLA-¢-NR Tugniazaisazany [17]
WU PLA g@ansaiianisaensiu MA 21nmsidn
19989 MA §guiy deiuseilaanudululen
GPLA 9z@1u15aLinnisaefsiudidou MA 7
fundaioaty Tnglassadrefinniiasfaduly

nsdaATIEd GPLA-g-NR LTusalassasrslugud 3

GPLA-g-NR

JUT 3 nalnfinninasdndulunisdunsign GPLA-g-NR lagld MA Wududen

AMn'e

H C—C
PLA NR —» 7

V\rHy C CHZM

JUT 4 lassasfineiasdavulunsdansiei PLA--NR tngld MA [usugeu

Fohuludifnnsdaunsedt GPLAGNR
Juilaein GPLA Tuiade (1) unuanauiu MNR
Tuade (2) luinsesuanauuuunelufigunai
160 aeAwaldd Anusalsnes 60 seufaundl
181 12 U warltonsdIusEnINg GPLA: MNR

7 1:2 Taguniln munuideRdunsivi GPLA-g-

ENR [21] ngansiiuadnanieingansigibad by
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fudnwal GPLA-g-NR(EGxx) wnudeansifinainy
wilgafiusuildsudndiu EG:PLA Tny xx Ae
dadruves EG lnvluase 1 luaves PLA uazly
U3uas MA Asiifl 10 phr duni1snaaeusy
Wasuuiura MA Tuansifiuaanumilen 149
ddnwal GPLA-¢-NRIMAYY) Lag yy A USunwu

¥93 MA Tuniae phr@slunisneaesdruidly
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dndau EG:PLA asfifi 0.5 Tuasie 1 Tuaves PLA
Tnglunsduasesi GPLA-eNR WRansaafslagld
wsadeunazaudoulaglildizEuuiaze
2.2.2 MIROAINEITURAIENOE- Ua
ARNLBTA (PLA-g-NR)
duAs1zalasunnal NR, PLA way
MA Ture3ssunmasuuungluiigamad 160 e
Wwalfea Ausalsnes 60 seuseundl 1ian 12
wit Tngldsnsndruszning PLA:NR 7 1:2 T

Y19 wazuSutUdsudsunm MA 91 4, 6, 8 uay

10 phr Iagasifinaanunileauszianild
Fudnwal PLA-¢-NRMAZZ) unudeansifiuaiy
Witien Tae zz AsUSuiaves MA Tuniie phr
Taswassfimainasintulunsdunszd PLA-e-
NR Wusslassaidluguil 4
I1NN1INAABIFLATIE AT

Anunilensaeawuul gnsildlumsdunsin

3
a v d\ly

anstiuAUmdelnanuandnwiluauidedla

WEAILINIMIS19N 1

msedl 1 daudsznevlumsduassdansiiuaumieslunddod
Composition

Toughening agents oPLA MR NR MA PLA

GPLA EG:PLA MNR MA T MNR

. . wWt%) | (phr) | (wt%)

(@) | (by mol) | (&3uw) (phr)
GPLA-g-NR(EG0.1) 50 0.1:1 100 10 - - -
GPLA-g-NR(EG0.5)* 50 05:1 100 10 - - -
GPLA-g-NR(EG1.0) 50 1:1 100 10 - - -
GPLA-g-NR(MA4) 50 0.5:1 100 4 - - -
GPLA-g-NR(MA®6) 50 0.5:1 100 6 - - -
GPLA-g-NR(MAS) 50 0.5:1 100 8 - - -
GPLA-g-NR(MA10)* 50 0.5:1 100 10 - - -
PLA-g-NR(MA4) = = = = 100 4 50
PLA-g-NR(MA6) - - - - 100 6 50
PLA-g-NR(MAB) = = = = 100 8 50
PLA-g-NR(MA10) - - - - 100 10 50

*GPLA-g-NR(EGO.5) Aoanssiiuauwidleivinienfuiu GPLA-g-NR(MAL0)

2.3 NISUAREUNDALAARNLDTANUEIS
a a a o 3
WHAUWHEINFUATIZAVY
nMsUTuUTIANNUSIZvRINeRUaARAN
LATAVIALUANAL PLA AUATISHALAIUULEIN

duasremvulumde 2.2 lunsasunaukuunielu

871

fgumad 160 ssA@aoa anwiilsines 60
JRURBWNY 1381 12 Wl TaelunisuanauaIuAy
dnsdues PLA:NR Tivinfunngnsfisnsndiu
90:10 asUgnslun1suanas PLA/NR Wanas s

AN5197 2
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A519% 2 dauuseneulunisuanay PLA/NR Tu

NIl
Composition (wt%)
Compounds
PLA | NR | Toughening agent
PLA 100 - -
PLA/NR 90 10 =
PLA/GPLA-g-NR* | 85 - 15
PLA/PLA-g-NR** 85 = 15

*GPLA-g-NR 118 @n5 fie GPLA-g-NR(EGO.1), GPLA-g-NR
(EG0.5), GPLA-g-NR(EG1.0), GPLA-g-NR(MA4), GPLA-
g-NR(MA6), GPLA-g-NR(MA8), uaz GPLA-g-NR(MA10)
*PLAg-NRl 4gn5 ruUSues MA Aw PLAg-
NR(MAG), PLA-g-NR(MA6), PLA-g-NR(MA8), az PLA-
g-NR(MA10)

2.4 nMsNadaUANUAYDIUBINEN PLA/NR
nsigatlassadislunisdaunseians
Winaanndealuiade 22 laeldinada
TUsnoutuadesuuniuinaualnsalnd (H-NMR)
figuuniiviedlanlddas chemical shift sewina o-
12 ppm lawagatgdregrsludinazaisfme-
nanaaslswesy (COCL) neutfiagnsly
AU
AUATUNIUADUTINTEUNNVDIVD S

e PLA/NR nadaunlewaila Izod impact test

1

a2

CH
|

—_— -
H

al

b2 \

0—=C
]
o

AUNINTFIU ASTM D256 Lagldrausuin 2.7 J

nszunnasuuiieEaigumgll 25 ssrnivaidua
N1INAFDUNIINTLNLFIVBIBUNIALN

sssuvIAluneduaninwedniinlagldlaeltndes

[

DANATIULUUABINTIA (SEM) Mrdavee 3,000

W1 AREAIIUANANELSS 10 kV @89UUNUNRIVDY

989

3. HAN1IVYHATNISIATIZHNE
3.1 uan1sigadlassairelunisdansizi
dsiuanuwmien

JUN 5 uanawan1smagey 'H-NMR veq

P

A0819 PLA-g¢-NR ans7ild MA Tuu3una 6 phr

[PLA-g-NRIMAG)] Fanudeyqy ouves PLA fisnumis
5.2 ppm tag 1.6 ppm Fadusunisves methine
proton ka¥ methyl proton U84 PLA Lagwy
#yy1uuae methine proton, methylene proton

wag methyl proton 494 NR fifunis 5.1, 2.1

waz 1.7 ppm AINEIRU drunuseLiuiNLilosann

nsaensldanunsadunmlaiinaaniisnuiuties

ATNUSENANVDY PLA kag NR 110 A9UUTIADq

o

3y

<

venedaya1adlutie 2.3-7.8 ppm iieadyaadly

nsienafanand Auuandluun 6

b3

bZ | .o

AAAHLC
al

b1

1 ppm

Ul 5 awnadu 'H-NMR 9830819 PLA-6-NR
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7.4|7.0 6.5

HC-COOR
2.3

3.7 2.8- 3.2\

4.3

| T
6

T
5

[ [
4 3

Chemical shifted (ppm)

Ul 6 amvesvRsAUNA3L H-NMR ¥osi8819 PLA-g-NR Tuguil 5

c2
H

%Cfﬁ—é+07c
°ca 0/>c
d2 |

WAAHLC

OH
/N,

——CH

CHaANA

c==C

\

H CH

d3

di

cl

d3

c2

g‘dﬁ 7 awnasu 'H-NMR 493679819 GPLA-g-NR

INNANITVE8AUNATUVDS PLA-¢-NR
Tugui 6 nufirvunadnranesiumia Ussnaudieg
NFUme 4.3 ppm Fawansin MA vnsauiadu

Tedlniuesves MA [15] aauevinufAsenniseens

PLA-¢-NR uenaniidanuiinvuinmdnuevyied
83 (HC-COOR) i uviis 2.3 ppm o19uansds
nsrefs PLA vuluanaves NR naud s
Tnoiinnisdensannufiseneamesiiiady
sevhavyflensendaivansanelsves PLA uazwy]
A5UBNTANIINURATEIN19: TR I8N TTN-
woulalasaiisofsuulaanavesesssund diu
ﬂfcjmaqﬁﬂmmml,ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%mm 6.5 Way 7.4 ppm
LLazﬁﬂﬂﬁcjuwﬁqﬁﬁﬂLmﬂq 2.8-3.2 hag 3.7 ppm

LAMIDY MA U1gduinni1ssanany NR %58 PLA

873

\eseghaien [15,26] Fslunsalndetinunening
31 MA e dusndenTunissenves PLA uay
NR

U7 7 wans *H-NMR 993 GPLA-g-NR

Fa91ngUnuiandnves PLA uaz NR Aidiunis
'H-NMR 99 PLA-g-NR

= (YY)

WWeduAUNaN1TNAADY
Jediosvenogdnyaunissendlutig 2.3-7.8 ppm
\ULREINY
warilewFeuifisunnvensanesu
'H-NMR 999 GPLA-g-NR fiu PLA-g-NR luguil 8
WUTINISABAITZNI1 GPLA waz MNR liuszau
anudnfaiilesanlinufinvomyleames (HC-
COOR) i 149Us 2.3 ppm WuLfigan13aens

32911919 MA U NR (3.6 ppm wag 7.4 ppm) 1od-
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Tnwedues MA (4.3 ppm) wintiu egnslsin Hud

Mihunsenldvue (7.0 ppm) Svuadnasedia

U1dLnn31 GPLA arusasiiufisendu MALe  wiulade
auysaindnisld PLA dsaziiuldaniiaves MA
Q) ()
|
HC-COOR J‘
2.3 ”
7.4[7.0 65 43 37 2.8—3.2\ 7.4 (7.0 Il a3 36
A A e N S . e
! I I | | [ | | [ [
7 6 5 4 3 7 6 5 4 3

Chemical shifted (ppm)

Chemical shifted (ppm)

g'dﬁ 8 nmeneaUnasy H-NMR 199/19814 (1) PLA-g-NR W3 uLiisuiusieens (1) GPLA-g-NR

p819l3An10 NEANIITNAdR YA
wansnsfudnteeilowoufisuanuiduves
Foyoyraudishumila chemical shift sing q Audayeyio
$r9Bavassiivinazats CDCL, fikumia 7.24 ppm
Farlniuilunisdansnzet GPLAe-NR fluUsuna
nanAusinanaosld (PLA-g-MA uag NR-g-MA)
wnninlunsdinsdansiest PLA-gNR 1ilosa1n
NUN1TaAANUBY methine proton U89 PLA Wag

NR Tudunie chemical shift 5.2 hag 5.1 ppm

'
= a '

F949131ARNN1TANITENINNE Ay PLA ]

o & =

dusededivsunanandusinanasslasinain
Frefuanntutiuies uenanddanuin MA Tedln-
wediivsuinananiesannnunisanadaes
Foyayraudisumiia 4.3 ppm
32uan15tdansiiuntuniead
Fuaszitufuneduaninuadn
3.2.1 AUAUNIUABLIINTZUNN
f1 impact strength GLugUﬁ' 9 AR

Tdiuinnsldansiiumnuwmileos GPLA-g-NR dian

874

AUATUNIUABLTINTEUNNGINIIAI0E1S PLA i
Laildusuuseanda mﬂgﬂﬁ 90 NUINAIAIY
Frumusensenssunnfidintunudiuna £G
Tnudadau EG: PLA imanzauilan fie 0.5:1 Tng
Tua FeliArmunureusinssunni 135.147.2
J/m LagANAMUATUNIURBLSINTEWNNTIAIANAY
lold £6 TutBnaifiunntu Suiagilawguan
EG funnifululiAnufaselnalaladasiude
Fovile PLA ﬁﬁwﬁﬂimaqaguaq [20] dewaliian
AUAIUTURELSINSTUMNTA AT TILe Y
deusudsuusuna MA Tuans
AUl GPLA--NR WUTIAIAUNUADLTS
nsvunnilanfinguniud3ane MA ﬁQLLamﬂugﬂﬁ
99 TngUSutas MA fvnzauiign fo 10 phr 15
A1AINNAIUNIUADUTINTTUNNGIFAT 135.13
+7.18 J/m og19lsAnny Lﬂuﬁﬂ’n?ﬂ&mwdmﬂ
Fr0619711 GPLA-e-NR \Juansifiuaanumdlely
AIALETUNIURBLTINTZUNARINIINFL T8

sysupAnlliusuusslassadaduasiiinniny
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® a1 v

WiTe (PLA/NR) F98A1ANNATUNIULIINTEUAN
154.25+6.07 J/m Hadionatiiesainmsdansizi
GPLA-g-NR liiUszauaudiianunanisigal
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