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Potentiality of Water Mold, Coelomomyces indicus Lyengar
in Controlling Anopheline Larva
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ABSTRACT A

In order to be highly effective in destroying Anopheles vagus Donitz larvae, Wate fung, Coelomomyces indicus lyengar
requires 2 living hosts in the development to complete its life cycle. Rearing copepod, Microcyclops varicans with spores
of C. indicus from mosquito larva died of natural disease on medium L/10, meiospores were noticed to attack coppepods on
the 2nd day. Besides, the fungus was able to form gametes and zygotes which were separated from copepods to attack free-
diseased first-instar-mosquito larvae released in the same container on that day. Clear mycelium on the body indicating that
nature of larval attack was firstly found on the 9" day and the rate of infestation observed depended on spore density. After
12 days, branched mycelium was encountered in the alimentary tract, ant on 15" day the fungi fully developed in the body of
mosquito larva causing the insect weakness, leading to death. Diseased mosquitoes were then put in distilled water in test
tubes maintained at 4-50C. Under such conditions the fungal spores remained viable for 2-3 months that was long enough for

further study.
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