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Tourists’ Expenditure Survey 1996
Penkhae Saengkaew, Chinnapong Bumrungsup, Sumet Sompakdee,
Nuanchan Intaravicha, Saenglha Chaimongkolt

'Faculty of Science and Technology, Thammasat University, Rangsit Campus, Pathumthani 12121

Abstract

The main objective of the Tourists’ Expenditure Survey Project for 1996 was to study the
expenditure structure of tourists as well as that of out-going tourists. In addition to the data from the
Immigration Department and the Tourism Authority of Thailand, data from sampling survey and
interviews were also conducted from 12,000 international tourists and 3,000 Thai tourists.

Research findings revealed that in-coming tourists spent an average of Baht 3,706.02 per head
per day, an increase of 0.34 percent from 1995. Shopping shared the highest portion of total spending or
37.99 percent followed by accommodation, food & beverage, entertainment, local-transportation,
sightseeing and others, respectively.

In 1996, the average expenditure of out-going tourists was about Baht 5,650.50 per head per day
and the average stay abroad was 10.13 days. Most expenditure portion was shopping which shares 42.27 %
followed by accommodation, food & beverage, sightseeing local transportation, entertainment, and others,
respectively.

The total revenue in tourism of Thailand in 1996 was approximately Baht 219,364.42 millions
while the total expenditure of out-going tourists was Baht 105,620.91 millions or a balance gain of Baht
113,743.51 millions, an increase of 6.42 percent from the previous year.

In 1995, the balance gain in tourism had increased 48.4 percent when compared with the figures
of 1994. But in 1996, it increased only 6.42 percent when compared with the year 1995. If this trend
remains unchanged, there will be a balance deficit in tourism in the future. It is therefore essential that the
Royal Thai government should take immediate measures to plan to promote quality in-coming tourists to
visit Thailand in a greater number. Tourist spots should be improved, better facilities should be provided,
with special attention on safety, cleanliness, Thai culture, traffic, hygienic and environmental conditions in

all places of attraction in order to attract more and more tourists in the future.





