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Abstract

Avian uropysial gland produces mixtures, preen oil, that contains volatile organic compounds
(VOCs) which is the body odor source. Bird body odor is variable among individuals, sexes
populations and species. Body odor is the chemical cue for communication in some birds. Form
the published data, four broad explanations have been described for the possible benefits of body
odor to the bird: (1) to distinguish among individuals, (2) to attract the opposite sex, (3) to defend
itself, and (4) to assess the quality of the other birds. Having body odor is the important adaptive

strategy for some birds to increase their survival and reproductive fitness.
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