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Intraspecific Brood Parasitic Birds:

Who Make a “Best-of-a-Bad-Job”
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Abstract

To increase their reproductive success, some female birds lay their eggs in the nests of
conspecific species to let them provide parental care for parasitic offsprings. This parasitic behavior
is a ‘best-of-a-bad-job’ strategy of colonial nesting birds in both wild and captive populations. It is
known to be occurred regularly in some birds such as cliff swallows (Hirundo pyrrhonota), European
starling (Sturnus vulgaris), moorhen (Gallinula chloropus), lesser snow geese (Chen caerulescens
caerulescens), and wood duck (Aix sponsa). Most parasites are significantly smaller and younger
than their hosts so they can’t have their own nests. However, the parasitic and host adaptation in

the same population will evolve together.
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Tuvauzdtuniinuesislie isldeiinlduazides
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loides, Coleoptera: Silphidae) [6] Uanrunavia
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(Bucephala clangula) Malgdruruanas wianly
unUsantuaziduldUaeufiniy [10] wisluuns
nsdllavesunusdnonaliliinanoninudiiavesnis
duuguesunidivessanld
unUsandnesiidnuasiidesnimdeldsu
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pyrrhonota)

Tudsgansunurseusunlugilona
Aaunusanunnnitlulssmnsawindndifduniisu
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Usens Ae (1) nassdlldifisane (2) unid198959
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