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Self-Employment of Social Science Graduates
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Abstract

The objectives of self-employment of social science graduates were to study the future trend of self
employment of social science graduates, and to compare general characteristics, entrepreneurial traits, the career
status of the self-employed social science graduates as compared to those of other employed social science
graduates. In addition, the factors that influence the career groups classification of graduates, the self-employed

and other career groups, were also studied.
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Research findings revealed that self-employment rates of new social science graduates between 1979-
1996 were very low (only 3.4%-7.92%) and forecasting results indicated that in 1997 the rate decreased to 1.90%.

Survey finding revealed that self employment depended on demographic characteristics and family
background such as domicile, age, marital status, mother's education level and proportion of self-employment of
siblings. The research findings also revealed that entrepreneurial traits of self-employed graduates were not
significantly higher than entrepreneurial traits of other employed graduates. However seIf—t_amployed graduates took
more risk and had more knowledge than other employed graduates.

Most self-employed graduates entered this career because they had to help their family business. They
possessed low level of prior knowledge for applying in their jobs. By the method of discriminant analysis it was
discovered that all of 14 variables, gender, age, being the first child, grade point average, Chinese race, self-
employment of their father, self-employment of their siblings, education of their parents, career changing, career

goals, self-employment preference and capital readiness had influences on classification of groups of graduates

correctly about 87.8 %.

This research recommends that an entrepreneurial course be set up or well developed to enhance
educational background and skills so that graduates can apply for self-employment. The government should

provide capital resources for loans with lower interest rates for setting up their own business.
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