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Corruption in Selling and Buying Positions in the Thai Bureaucratic System
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Abstract

From the results of survey on opinion of 2,868 government officials from level 7 and above who were under
the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Public Health, Ministry of Transport, Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives, Ministry of Finance and the Royal Thai Police both in the central as well as in the
regions, it was discovered that the factors that affect corruption in pesition transaction in government organization
were the factor that favored or was the cause/motivation leading to corruption in position transaction, attitude
towards promotion/ appointment/ transfer, income, gender, educational level and age. The cause and motivation
favoring corruption in position transaction were 1) Social values 2) Organizational structure 3) Direct and indirect
benefits obtained from holding their position 4) Personal integrity 5) Defective system in the appointment/ transfer
/ promotion 8) Interference of politicians 7) Economics and social environments. There were several methods of
corruption in position transactions in the government system, for example, position transaction through intimate or
close friends, politicians, merchants, business persons, gifts or presents. Such corruption had 2 levels of impact,

namely, impact on government officials in the organization against morale of those with good intention to work
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that reduced their devotion and trust in their supervisor, while lower ranking officials would imitate their position

transaction behavior making capable officials miss the opportunity to advance in their career. Other overall impact

in introducing patronage system in consideration for the appointment, transfer and promotion would include low

morale and discouragement of government officials in the performance their duty which was considered to be

detrimental to the government system.
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