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Abstract

Natural behaviour is those behavioural elements and their sequence that are adaptive, i.e,,
that have evolved either during the evolution of the species or during its domestication in order
to increase the biological fitness of the behaving animal. However welfare scientists, do not
catalogue all natural behaviours to try and ensure that each is performed in captivity. Instead,
they try to identify the subset whose performance is likely to benefit welfare, because driven by
high motivations that still occur in captivity: ‘behavioural deprivation’ implied not only that an
animal is prevented from performing behaviour but that adverse effects arise as a result. All
behaviour is both internally and externally controlled. Nevertheless, when the proximate factors
governing the immediate expression of particular behaviour patterns are considered, it is clear
that some are triggered primarily from within the animal, some from without the animal, and
others by complex interactions between the two. Environmental enrichment can be defined as
the addition of biologically relevant features to animals’ environment that foster and encourage
natural behaviours and generally create a greater number of behavioural opportunities. The
benefits of enrichment to livestock are numerous. Research clearly shows that some natural
behaviours are more highly motivated than others and that when animals are unable to perform
them, there can be behavioural, physiological and welfare consequences, Most ethologists agree
that these type of highly motivated behaviours should be accommodated when livestock are
housed in intensive systems. In short, the opportunity to perform natural behaviour may be an
effective way improves farm animal welfare in practice. The examples of natural behaviour, i.e.
nest building in pre-farrowing sows, perching and dust-bathing behaviour in chickens are

discussed.
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