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A Review of Thailand’s Energy Policy
During 1997-2007
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Abstract

Energy is one of the most essential living factors for human being as well as for the development of the
national economy. In Thailand, a large amount of energy is imported every year, especially “crude oil” in which its
portion is highest among other types of imported energy. Crude oil is a primary source of energy that plays a key
role in the industrial sectors, e.g. electricity supplies, transportation or manufacturing, etc. Lessons can be learnt
from two major situations in the past decade — the 1997 Asian economic crisis and the incessantly increase in oil
price in the world market during the period of 2002 to 2006. Economic crisis or increasing in price of basic energy
and fuel cost has significant impact on the consumption and the overall national economy. This paper therefore
proposes a review of Thailand’s energy policies and regulations that was implemented during the period of 1997 —
2007. Finding of this work can be used as a guide line and as a raw model for the development of energy policy in

the future.
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