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Abstract

It is well known that crabs are the second intermediate host of trematode. There are reports that
trematodes that is found in humans belong to at least 3 families: Paragonimidae, Achillurbainiidae and
Microphallidae. There is no report of human infection from Microphallidae in Thailand but there were reports of
some infections in people who consumed shore crabs in Korea. Today, several countries such as the US, New
Zealand, Korea and Venezuela have studied Microphallidae metacercaria in crustacean. Even though there is no
report of disease causing in the case of human infection, but the size of the eggs and adults are very similar to
MIF (minute intestinal fluke). Therefore it may be possible to be the diseases etiologic agent as well. However,
there are few reports and studies on Microphallidae: Microphallus spp. or Maritrema spp. or Gynaecotyla spp.
even though the shore crab which is its second intermediate host is found along the coast. The shore crab is the
most prevalent crab in the mangrove forests and is a popular food. Thailand has 2 coast sides: the Andaman Sea
to the west and the Gulf of Thailand to the east, with the total length of 2,815 kilometers and home to a large
number of shore crabs. Therefore, educational institutes should support and realize the importance of the
prevalence study of metacercaria in shore crabs. The information gathered will be useful for natural system

investigation, statistics and epidemiology.
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