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Abstract

Pollen viability and collecting time of moonflower (lpomoea alba L.) were investigated. The
Moonflower plants were grown in the experimental plots at the Department of Agricultural Technology, Faculty
of Science and Technology, Thammasat University, Rangsit centre. Pollen viability was examined during
December 2010 and January 2011. The two selected tests, in vitro germination test and tetrazolium staining test,

have been done to test pollen viability. It was found that using in vitro germination test, the pollen tubes did not
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germinate on the medium. However, pollen grains turned deep red when tetrazolium test was applied. With

tetrazolium test, the pollen viability of different anthers and flowers on the flowering day was higher than 90 %

which were not significantly different among the treatments. In addition, the optimum time to collect pollen

was at 6 pm.

Key words: Moonflower, I[pomoea alba, pollen viability, pollen, tetrazolium test
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