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Abstract

The objective of this study is to investigate factors influencing the living
arrangements of married older couples who live apart from, and with their spouse. Living
arrangements of married older persons concern the economic, health, and mental
dependence between partners. This study employs a quantitative approach applying a
series of statistical techniques, i.e., the chi-square test and binary logistics regression on
the Elderly Survey 2017, a nationally representative dataset of 26,077 samples by the
Thailand National Statistical Office. The results show that gender, education, residential
area, living with children in the same household, having a child living nearby, and work
status influenced the living apart married older couples. The results revealed that older
women with a high school education or higher and living in municipal areas tended to
live apart from their spouses despite of married status. Also, being currently unemployed
and having children living nearby influence the married older couples to live apart from
their children. Suggestions for policy consideration include the extension of the
retirement age will help married older couples living apart from spouses to continue
being independent and able to support their spouses. In addition, policies for
surveillance and care for a married older person living apart from spouse and alone
should be established. Furthermore, tax-deductible measures for children taking care of

older parents should take living arrangements into consideration for rate differentiation.

Keywords: Older, Living arrangement, Currently married persons living apart
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