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Abstract

Family relationship is the most enduring relationship people
experience in their life, so research on this topic is significant because family is
the first social institution that humans are exposed to and receive
socialization. Sibling relationship is extremely important throughout one's life
since it is often the most complex and long-term relationship a person will
experience. Moreover siblings are very important causes in fostering an
individual’s development. Growing up with or without sibling is likely to shape

an individual’s life experience in different manner.

Most research on sibling was aimed at investigating factors affecting
various forms of sibling relationship, especially in terms warmth, conflict and
rivalry. Variables that have been studied include, for instance, gender, level of
contact, number of siblings in the family, birth order, family dynamics, parent-

child interaction and parental treatment of siblings.

In addition, sibling relationship is the key to family relationship and
social relationship leading to social skills learning of the individual. Moreover,
sibling relationship fulfills different needs and sibling bond becomes more
salient in later life as a source of emotional support and social support. It can
be said that the development of sibling relationship under the family context

influence social relationships in the future.

In this paper we collect, review, and explain knowledge, theories,
and concepts in regard to the study of sibling relationship from Thai and
international scholars. We also propose sociological viewpoints for the study

of this subject.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 33 No.2, 2014]

Keyword: Sibling Relationship, Family, Social Relationship, Socialization, Social

Learning
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