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Abstract

This article aims at exploring the debate on diversification and polarization of
genders and sexualities, within Thai society, through yaoi novels. Although the existing
scholarship in Thai language claims its application of queer lens, the findings ironically
perpetuate the representation of gender diversity framed by patriarchal ideology. My
argument is to revisit the delimited application of queer reading and unacknowledged
literary convention in the academic discourse on Thai yaoi novels. Ro Ruea Nai
Mahasamut’s yaoi novels are employed in this pilot study. The research unravels
queerness embedded in Thai yaoi novels through fluctuating genders and sexualities
entailed by challenges against the Omegaverse convention derived from fan culture.
Furthermore, regarding the novels as queer texts, patriarchy is undermined and
destabilized by the problematic father figures, the absence of fathers and the
symbolically incestuous relationship between fathers and sons. The analysis should
potentially subvert the heteronormative dominance, endorsing queerness as spirit of

resistance through yaoi writings.

Keywords: Yaoi, Boys’ Love (BL), Thai novel, Gender diversity, Queer
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i Tl sreiunuveseidulgymduiusiunnsinies viednwuzvesnunaiesds

WustsnisiimekazveevaunvuunisUseiusurdeseladluntwine wanslmdiu

ruveIUTBUNgulfesesiuruuiilasuaudonlunyuymyy uindngruianvue
319 (cliche) ManaeTan1seumasisn1seu’

unagy

2

unANNIdLiliaualinaaseuuiioseledvesinglugiug daunades 33y

=

windranuves 5 Selunmaymidnenmadiszianldivuuimednan nan1s3deds
wansliiunzndeslunisasisiiazasiionszion (Wae) uazuelen (guay) NIwLATYS

ABNIUVUUNITAS19AaLASTIULITE18L5UUD YuUla N ISEIUIRIUSTSULWY wazns

t%

JauvsUssianmadauzsiasinald luausssy agelsiny widunnguilazvinmeine

1@ v a

anusinelandludenunaraiuruunisuseiusenled wazg “Amth” windudingeu

' ) o 1A v o & a =
UWQQEJWQWW'J‘UV]ENF]QEJ@N&EJU@EJ@E]Q'JWNa@JWNﬁLLUUiJ@Jﬂi@ﬂﬂul,mEJ’J (Allan, 2020,

Y

o

p. 83) sudugnsvesunfienelsudiniinedfuwiienseledveting

@

Adeassunaumniunmnssdvinisuagauiunnaadianinmedesnled

voslvefignineeddliifudaszandunalnsulnawazussiingusnaiane Wowily

@

UNAINUITY

v

Ufpansiauendyunedukasiunmadonsnuiniiiunlgiiadenmunu

10 | gyRgrfumnuiuees Wood (2013) Aauaindiunenlednsevsedidniidnwuziuuaies alsa
wuudesusensnilsienisazdfiansentsinnddsmiuussingiu daiuludesiledannainnaie
Tausssndslivssnngosvemanuiivageudufisssuvesieu lnslangUssiiusewinuviavans 1w

11 Feawgeviaald (Mpreg) 1Soeiiunaue “neweuii” (hermaphrodite—ynnagie Teisinaviands

P
s a =

uazane) Tugruzsdazasion nasnauauduiusluaiedonderiu Tsuwluienuduiusnnaduain
nmafgnesiunisausa vsenisiuiluynsyasssu (Xu & Yang, 2013, p. 33) uadsiidesdinugluiu

MIAINATIANENUNIMENTBUATNENFRLWIN SOy IAnan AN IUTINg TRTUMIE.

915875555UAITNS 156



AumaInuanenInelude uonainyuuesiinendimudumioves LGBT wiayuuesd

W1 ININgn I TINlaeneng1n I TImYRduY TunSeudiu

Anaulavsyiiudesmnumainuatevianalunanuues 5 Seluamayn wse
Iniudt deuiiesaymenvaedduifnsennuaiesiuvenenalatiunsiaseinany
Tudszianduuenmileninuitionsenled Wy 3sduUINTeRNTITEY Falauanaan

(2560) waglaviluiayn a55nTsuUaTeve devldnoununesidouniulisivse

(2562-2563) Mivzaadayuuedmie lunsfinvnssunssulngld
nnAnIIUUTENA

mmﬁmnnehuiuummm%’aﬁsiasamwﬂmamuﬁmaﬁhLauaiumwwqmiismmi
Imagining ‘We’ in the Age of ‘I": Romance and Social Bonding in Contemporary
Culture a4 University of Warwick iedlaniuvi Ussinaansisenandns wetudl 29 fiunew
w..2562 Aouldimunduduniwedlasinisidefldsuyuatvayunndioidouay
WIANTTU AMLUYBEAIENT WINeIRENERsAIEns Useanl 2563 lnanuideaniunis

waSaduLa7ly n.A.2564

L@NE1591994
Mwnlng

naawa asinsna. (2563). N15UsENoUAT G IaATYIESN I8 INTTA 7. (INelinug
USeyayruvndaudin). aondudadinimuuimsenans, ngamme.

newedad. (2563). Audnals undsaresoranargilulywidu LGBT ifuiad. uhu
12 pamy 2563, 970 https://www.sanook.com/movie/94341/.

L3 @wlnIud. (2560). paar1ves1sluazasaIy. Ty ugwus Aty (UssUISNI9),
Wesrnareitume: s1urvasdeoulviveunaidludnulng (u. 150-186).
NTUNN: AUENILBEINGIFTUST (BIANITUMNV).

w@o glumasel. (2561). Sniiazsnvainvade: inideus1eiadlsanudeny Y veuse.
duAl 1 1nsIAL 2564, 20 https://thepotential.org/voice-of-new-gen/jidanun-
leungpiansamut-interview/.

IF5UUY AUEINBY Waz)IU YneznaTiu. (2562). 3dne: Toiarsulesunisaia.

International Journal of East Asian Studies, 23(2), 360-383.

91587565515 157



JgN1uA eNneNa. (2560). 07U ndeaiesayy: @12 Y Hlawlss. duAu 1 unsiau
2564, 910 https://themomentum.co/jidanun-leungpiansamut-sea-write/.

UgNUS MvdiAy. (2560). Menduduingnanawaznisusuauiumeitluazasmodn
e, Tu ugnus el (Ussansnng), Wesnatewdume: Sruraasideslng
YouNAINIUAIAUNY (W. 188-223). NTUNNY: AUGUIBEINYIFTUST (89ANS
NNY).

sty Usganuwu. (2562). wilienseiledvedineg: nsfinwidddmsei. 195975399075
vieayausrId, 7(2), 16-34.
- (2563). malTuszegiamamaaniuy: wiilenseledvedinglunsidieuiesuy
IIUNTIUAUNSAAIN. 2755797895, 13(3), 160-187.

Usiueng dadnms. (2563). nath nadeu: usiagIumLSninARefufuT e, udu
17 fa1Al 2563, 970 https://spectrumth.com/2020/02/04.

5 Soluuymaum. (2560). TI8IMaI9LUTUTIHNAN L. NTANN: LBLIDF8.
- (2561). AUAFIOFIGTU. NTUNN: LBLIDTIE.
. (2561). tilaauns. NFUNNL LBLIDTIY.
. (2562). Good Night, My Last Mistake SRR NTVN: LIRS E.
. (2562). FuigaduouniauAe. njmw: 1.

qltyay 1ANET, 9953955U ASENAE, YYBda inAwme LagAuR AnfAn. (2563). neltives
fagasluwiisnenainuateauteunanasa. 33s25504a73, 4(2), 27-58.

an1fud Swudin. (2556). nmunuausimaieaiuludeisrgindeduinesidn.
(neninusUSyaumUudio), InInNedesssuaans, nJamne.

oy Andna. (2562). nmununglngluiniensneiFes “Reoufpnion”: n1snane
gaunsalvamsiesseaneludensilng. 5a15uyweRudAN, 4(2), 111-126.

oyl Audnd. (2563). SnanvalvrgsnmeuaznisseasrsluuidersFouunane.
(neinusUSyanuivndgn), In1INg1deumansaim, Wa1saIw.

o

931350 WEYITIUNA. (2559). AudlAunIsaTIuItetevIgsnyIe. (nendnusuTanyn

o

UUUTR), WANINYIDUTITUFAERS, ATUNNA.

FARiCADNANLS,

Allan, J. A. (2020). Men, masculinities, and popular romance. Oxford and New York:

Routledge.

91587565555 158



Busse, K. (2013). Pon Farr, Mpreg, Bonds, and the rise of the Omegaverse. In A.
Jamison (Ed.), Fic: Why fanfiction is taking over the world (pp. 288-294).
Dallas, TX: BenBella.

Butler, J. (2006). Gender trouble: Feminism and the subversion of identity. New York:
Routledge.

Chou, D. (2010). Exploring the meaning of yaoi in Taiwan for female readers: From the
perspective of gender. Intercultural Communication Studiies, XIX(1), 78-90.

Galbraith, P. (2009). The otaku encyclopedia. Tokyo: Kodansha International.

Hall, D. E. (2003). Queer theories. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

Jackson, P. A. (2000). An explosion of Thai identities: Global queering and re-
imagining queer theory. Culture, Health & Sexuality, 2(4), 405-424.

Murphy, B. M. (201 7). Key concepts in contemporary popular fiction. Edinburgh:
Edinburgh University Press.

Nagaike, K. & Aoyama, T. (2015). What is Japanese “BL Studies?”: A historical and
analytical overview. In. McLelland et al. (Eds.), Boys Love manga and
beyond: History, culture, and community in Japan (pp. 119-140). Jackson,
MS: University Press of Mississippi.

Pagliassotti, D., Nagaike, K. & McHarry, M. (2013). Editorial: Boys’ Love manga special
section. Journal of Graphic Novels and Comics, 4(1), 1-8.

Pease, B. (2000). Recreating men: Postmodern masculinity politics. London: Sage.

Pham, A. P. (2021). What it means to love a man: The evolution of the Boys’ Love
industry in Thailand. Southeast Asian Media Studlies Journal, 3(2), 107-126.

Prasannam, N. (2019). Yaoi phenomenon in Thailand and the fan/industry interaction.
Plaridel: A Philippine Journal of Communication, Media, and Society, 16(2),
62-89.

Radway, J. (1991). Reading the romance: Women, patriarchy, and popular
literature. Chapel Hill and London: The University of North Carolina Press.

Ramsdell, K. (2012). Romance fiction: A guide to the genre (2" ed.). Santa Barbara,
CA: Libraries Unlimited.

Suzuki, K. (2015). What can we learn from Japanese professional BL writers?: A

sociological analysis of yaoi/BL terminology and classifications. In M.

91587555 5UAIERNS 159



McLelland et al. (Eds.), Boys Love manga and beyond: History, culture,
and community in Japan (pp. 93-118). Jackson, MS: University Press of
Mississippi.

Turner, S. D. (2018). Interdisciplinary approaches to yaoi manga: A review. Journal
of Graphic Novels and Comics, 9(5), 458-472.

Wood, A. (2013). Boys' Love anime and queer desires in convergence culture:
transnational fandom, censorship and resistance. Journal of Graphic
Novels and Comics, 4(1), 44-63.

Xu, Y. & Yang, L. (201 3). Forbidden love: incest, generational conflict, and the
erotics of power in Chinese BL fiction. Journal of Graphic Novels and

Comics, 4(1), 30-43.

915875555UAIFN5 160



