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“At present the National Energy Authority is surveying the oil shale deposit at
Mae Sod with the idea of directly using the oil shale as fuel to feed and electric power
plant. The NEA is drawing up plans for the construction of a steam electric power plant
of 300 MW to connect it to the national grid at Tak Province by a high voltage transmis-
sion line. The cost for one steam plant is about 2, 070 million baht. With the present size
oil shale deposit, it can construct 14 steam power plants at the same time and use them
for approximately 100 years.

No plan to use oil shale However, Mr. Kasem Chatikavanit, the general manager
of EGAT (Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand) said that at this stage his agency>
had no plan to use oil shale to produce electricity as it requires high technical know how.
And it is not feasible to use oil shale because of the high cost of processing. If oil shale is
used directly to heat boilers, it can easily cause damage. At present, EGAT can use other
sources of energy to produce electricity at lower cost. He concluded that in the future when
technology permits the cheap production of oil shale, EGAT may look into this source of
energy.©° |
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