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scholar working with the system function approach
typically attempts to impute functions, the scholar
employiﬁg the social—process approach attempts -to
correlate processes.  He may attempt to move
beyond correlation to causation and to shed light

on the latter through various techniques of causal

or path analysis.
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consequences and impﬁcations of these distinctions.
this approach typically is-concerned with linking
a pattern of action  to the system as a whole,
*i.e., identifying its function within the system,
while the social—process scholarb is' concerned with
relating one “pattern of action to another pattern
of action.
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limitation in dealing with change are threefold.
First, more often thannot, the variables which
have been used concern levels of development
ratrher’ than rates of development. Since it is
kempiric“ally oriented, the variables employed are
shaped by the availatility of data. ‘Data on levels
of literacy in different societies at the same time
(ie., now) are easier to come by ‘than data on
levels of literacy in the same society over time.
The latter, however, are necessary for longitudinal
analysis and the use of rates of change in literacy.
While cross—~sectional abalyses may be useful and
appropriate in studying some types of relationships,
they are also frequently inferior to™ longitudinal
analyses in studying othef types of relationships.
The diffeculty of getting data on the changes in
variables over time in most modernizing societies
in Asia; Africa, and even Latin- America has
corrsequently led many social—procen analysis back
to the study of Western European and North
American societies. --Here is a clear case where

knowledge of political change of political development

is' advanced by studying developed rather than

developing societies. A related difficulty is the

extent to which the social—process approach Hhas

* been applied primarily to the éomparison of - national

societies, which are often units too large and complix -
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The Road to Ramadan,
Mohamed Heikal
William Collins Sons, & Co. Ltd. Glosgow, 1975.
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