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ABSTRACT

This research studies on the changes of the feast for the spirits of Phusae
Yasae by analyzing the myth, the historical document together with the depth
interview and participation observation. It reveals that Pusae Yasae has been one of
the ancient Arag, Phemoung, Jainban jainmoung which oldest and important of
Chiang Mai. In the part the feast for Pusae Yasae is, originally, a part of the ritual for
the City Spirits that guard Jainban Jainmoung, Chiang Mai. This ritual is linked to the
tradition of the Lua who is an original ethnic tribe of the region of Southeast Asia. In
addition, the ritual also reflected the cultural combination between folklore and
Buddhism, between the the old native and the native who accept higher culture, to
the extent where the ritual itself had become a custom of the people of Chiang Mai
City in the ancient time, once, had been a part of the ceremony for the city spirit of
Chiangmai during the 8" — 9" month (the lunar Lanna month). In the late nineteenth
century, the effect from the national centralization policy, the feast for the spirit ritual
and worship has to be demolished and gradually faded away. Nowadays the
ceremony has to be practiced only among local people organization in the forest area
near Doi Kham. The gimmick of the ceremony is widely known to the outsider on
eating raw meats by the medium (Mah Khee) In conclusion, the sprits ritual and
worship have to be changed according to the host of the ritual, the medium, the
external medias and the political authorities
Keywords: Ritual folk beliefs, Mediums, Male - Female Guardian Spirits, Chiangmai,
Feast for The Spirits
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