|
NTRIINNIBDUNNIYNT I
|

B ) [V 4
asnsanalseIamans
DI NUANNUETZH N

2UHINA a1 AdU e

9 9
ANUN IV Ny

a L)
5160 ﬂq‘llWTN‘lf

B [
weAaUmans
UM INENAETTUANARS

History as the realm of freedom and of meaning
is always difficult to describe and to interpret, but a
movement in which the most delicate inward spiritual
concerns of men are involved requires special sensitivity,

a proper balance between objectivity and sympathy.

Lewis W. Spitz, The Renaissance and Reformation

Movements.
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Every society faces not merely a succession of
probable futures, but an array of possible futures and
a conflict over preferable futures. The management
of change is the effort to convert certain possibilities

into probables, in pursuit of agreed-on preferables.
Alvin Toffler, Future Shock.
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What has been is what will be, and what has been
done is what will be done; and there is nothing new under

the sun.

(Ecc. 1: 9)
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And these things being rightly dispatch’d does in not appear
from Phaenomena that there is a Being incoporeal, living,
intelligent, omnipresent, who in infinite Space, as it were in
his Sensory, sees the things themselves intimately, and
throughly perceives them and comprehends them wholly by

their immediate present to himself.
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us not immediately to the Knowledge of the first Cause, yet
it brings us nearer to it, and on that account is to be highly
valued.
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Progress has imposed increasing sacrifices on society, on
behalf of those who can make no return, from whose existence
is a burden, an evil, eventually a peril to the community.
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The mean duration of life, the compendious test of improve-
ment, is prolonged by all the chief agents of civilization, moral
and material, religious and scientific, working together, and
depends on preserving, at infinite cost, which is infinite loss,
the crippled child and the victim of accident, the idiot and the
madman, the pauper and the culprit, the old and infirm,
curable and incurable.

(Lord Acton :43)
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The Decline of Rome was the natural and inevitable effect of
immoderate greatness. Prosperity ripened the principle of
decay...and, as soon as time or accident had r2moved the

artificial supports, the stupendous fabric yielded to the pressure
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of its own weight.

(Gibbon : 263)
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Great spaces of time passed in unbroken uniformity tend to
shrink together in a way to make the heart stop beating for
fear; when one day is like all others, then they all like one;
complete uniformity would make the longest life seem short
and  asthough it had stolen away from us unaware.

(Mann : 104)
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We walk, walk. How long, how far? Who know?
Nothing is changed by our pacing, there is the same as here,
once on a time the same as now, or then; time is drowning
in the measureless monotony of space, motion from point to
point is no motion more, where uniformity rules, and where
motion is no motion, time is no longer time.

{(Mann : 547)
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But if we see this circle as a vicious one and look out for ways
of avoiding it, even if we just ‘sense’ it as an inevitable imper-
fection, then the act of understanding has been misunderstood
from the ground up.

(Heidegger : 194)
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To be finite, in fact, is to choose oneself--that is to make
known to oneself what one is projecting toward one possibility
to the exclusion of others. The very act of freedom is therefore

the assumption and creation of finitude.

wazaIUN
If I make myself, I make my life finite and hence my life is
unique.

(Sarte : 546)
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Listen, are we helpless? Are we doomed to do it again and
again? Have we no choice but to play the Phoenix in an
unending sequence of rise and fall? . . .. Are we. deemed
to do it Lord, chained to the pendulum of our mad clockwork,
kelpless to halt its swing?
(Miller, Jr. : Un¥iniSad)
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Marx and I are ourselves partly to blame for the fact
that younger writers sometimes lay more stress on the econo-
mic side than is due to it. We had to emphasize this main
principle in opposition to our adversaries, who denied it,' and
we had not always the time, the place or the opportunity to

allow the other elements involved in the interaction to come

to their rights.

(5‘!0501% Daniels : 45)
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We can see the trends, but we cannot measure their sirength
or estimate their growth potential; hence the outcome is
unpredictable.

(Waelder : 125)
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Men didn’t ‘descend’ from the apes or apes from men, and
mankind possibly had much closer relatives [than the great

apes) who have since become extinct.

(Braidwood : 17)
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To [modern man] clearer vision the universe is no longer an
Order but a process. The Cosmos has become a Cosmoge-
nesis. And it maybe said without exaggeration that, directly
or indirectly, all the intellectual crises through which the civili-
zation has passed in the last four centuries arises out of the
successive stages whereby a static Weltannschuung has
been and is being transformed, in our minds and hearts, into

a Weltanschuung of movement.

(Teilhard : 247)
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Only the union of these two great forces can raised up the
world, without victors or vanquished, in synthesis which
alone can give their highest meaning to the life of men and

to the world.
(Garaudy : 70)
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Beyond all the subaltern polemics we should stand fast by
this message, following the marvellous teaching of Buddhist
proverb “When a finger points to the moon, the fool looks at

the finger.”
(Garaudy : 72)
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leads to success, but the result is that you know everything‘

about nothing.
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