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“South of the walled city is to be found the main commer-
cial part of Bangkok. Along the riverside is a knotted congeries
of narrow lanes, known as Sampeng. which in all their charac-
teristics are an exact replica of a Chinese native city. Here are to
be found the gaudily begilt opium dens. the theatres, maisons
de plaisir, and similar institutions of Canton. with the addition of
the gambling-house and police-station of Siam. This district is
the real “bazaar” of Bangkok. and in it almost any known article
may be purchased. from Siamese Buddhas (made in Birming-
ham) and ancient, Siamese pottery {manufactured the year pre-
viously in Japan) to piece goods and steamboats. The district
has a somewhat unsavoury atmosnhere. but is as orderly as any
other district in Bangkok. and apparently. for the Chinaman, just
as healthy. The locality has few charms for the Europeans resi-
dent in Bangkok. who rarely go there except for business pur-
poses.”
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CHART 1
GENERALIZED OIAGRAM OF GREATER BANGKOK'S CITY STRUCTURE

ACCORDING TO MULTIPLE NUCLE|
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