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Abstract

‘Water monitor’ has been perceived as a negative definition for
animals, human beings or objects since the former times. This study aims on
studying perception, beliefs and interaction, focusing on university students
in this modern generation, whose perception could possibly be different
from old-timers. The methodology of quantitative research has been applied
along with gathering information from students in Thammasat University,
where the lizards can be easily found. In the site, we randomly choose
totally 7 spots: the Faculty of Engineering, the B-zone dormitory,
PuayUngpakorn road (the area nearby SC building and PuayUngpakorn
library), the van terminal and Dome Administrative building, the zone-C
dormitory, PridiBanomyong road, and the Faculty of Public Health and the
hospital. Five hundred and twenty copies of survey questionnaire have been
answered, and statistical data has been analyzed from the gathered
information. The study indicates that the perception of ‘Hia’ is always in a
negative way, which leads to the reaction to the lizards; even it is conducted
in a friendly way, it is only the action for us not to be scared of such type of
animal which is considered repulsive. Sharing the same area with animals in
human’s daily life plays a big role in human’s mindset and understanding
towards the animals in a new perspective, and can probably results in a

good relationship between human and non-human beings.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 33 No.2, 2014]
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