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Appointments matter more than anything
else-more than syllabuses, cost effectiveness plot
ratios, student load, and all the other terms of art
which scholars if they are to continue to run their
affairs have to concern themselves with. The right
man-outstanding and productive scholars, devoted
and stimulating teachers, men of originality and
imagination, open hearted and magnanimous-are
the life blood of a university. But where are the paro-
gons to be found.

At the moment of choice’ the scrupulobus
quaver. Original, yes-but is he sound. Full of vitality,
but a triffle too vulgar? Draws an audience, does
he? are e sure he is not a chalaten? A difficult
man-hardly likely to be acceptable to our colleagues?
And so the inoffensive and second-rate slip in.
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New generations of intellectuals set themselves
the task of studying the science and democracy
of the West. But none of them, as knowledgeable
as they may have been, could have led the country
in an uprising like the one the great scholars led
at the end of the nineteenth century. We learned
what the Confucian scholars lacked : physics, algebra,
biology, electoral politics, republican constitu-
tions. But when we compared ourselves with the tradi-
tional scholars, whom we still saw on a regular
basis, we definitely felt they had something we lacked.

Their knowledge was relatively limited, but

they were “men”, they were the “bamboo trees”
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which remained tall, “pines” that with stood the adver-
sities of winter. As for our seives, we were mere
“deposits of knowledge, reeds that bent under the
slightest breeze, unreliable in times of difficulty.
With their deeply-rooted moral convictions, the scho-
lars had principles to which they adhered. The validity
of these principles could be debated, but their exis-
tence was certain, since these men never acted
against their convictions. Ethics was the very basis
of their education.

Our own training was different. In high

school and at the university, we paid special attention

42

to chemistry, trigonometry and geography courses.
When it was time for ethics, we secretly read novels
or played naval battles. The scholars never knew
what a scientist was, where as we never knew

what a worthy man was.
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