131

§5SUBUBOAINEASSS

. fudiadnends  PRenIauMANG,

p 2 s ‘
\’ "AL-_-mu\ i)\

VYR OIM G

VPO Y,




132
UM

o A v A 4 g
duinsnuduandymmemaieaiu

1
9w [}

Jymndidgedianiistivatoveas Tans

&

h .

€

1%

& X v A g
il 'Ll‘lﬂﬂﬂWHﬁWULLa]@LWUBUi}ZLLﬂﬂﬂf)ﬂ!ﬂu 2

3D .=

10lvig) 9 Ae a3 Houiudaaniioy naaesae

t =t

g 4 gA )
ﬂTQﬂ@W\?'J"liiU‘U‘U@QWUﬂVIZIﬂ ﬂﬂgﬁWﬂﬂ@'ﬂLW}
v

@ Y o I ¥ a

azsrvuiulyeslstwnuat lunisdaduuay

¢ 1 ¥ 4 A a o~ & v a
nuraninwenamedle lassstluaudadu
1 I's | Y oA A Y N VA
Mnasimainiudingnaes  Funailiaau
& o a o - a -
dhudgymAonDessumunaraindaauine n

WypeINe tnSgmaas indasssu inidSyan

v a4 a voaoa A
inmisdeiun aasarutinfndaszou 9 nan
A o A A g o

anionila dJymmamaeadudgmmaedeau-

i
& o

P oo o
ManININAANIMa18a 19N A0 1B
1 U t;’d t Aﬂ!
munaredaynuvar iliausssuedianila

| v v Yoo o
faugrtegiavetiudwalusiuniaiunsziiy

LY v ¥ g a
Jagiiu quessudunuine anugasssu las o
<A ¥ ~ = iy =
fl3ensoazes1NzinINgABITN UADIING]
d -3 v o @
TasaunilioymnalsanuasdonuuiRefy
anuasdoveuadnisad(anuasdouuuilSyan)
NaNuyasssunessls egnuanugeeinly

1
Ly

o & 1 a v Ao o

msasumnutiu@einumindsygrninlusiol
v v Y o 4 4 o o
lodszauuan  givewweluuelanaiui

Q Q. 4 & g =y
lasweas uazaeumoIuduil  wenuinal
= Q/ I = s 1 A LYY
MIanDeIRUeg199sIas luimanasdadu
Y = 9 I =1 1% &
533U AV0IANNYATI T laedraiuendun

] aa 1 ] 9 4'
athelsna Munansanuassesnwned
AUBITNMAVDIANINYATITY (51019MUNAIN
1 R 1 ¥ v &
lassesmaniuegianing q la 2 Uszinnae
4 A - 4 v . \
doniiagen ANNEATITUNIIVOIRLANIIM
d &' a Y o
ey uadndhoviiayonanugisssulilagnu

o 1 A o é’ =1 Y as
fuanumuisuay  dendatisrazdiuladaly

YSrgraumansiazniniiesnsveunalanas

Y a
o3alaida 1indSygrviadestedinangdsasy



-

Contemporary Issue

Egalitarianism Versus Meritocracy

31. The Case for Egalitarlanism John H. Schaar

John Homer Schaar (1926~ }is an American political scientist who writes on the
phitasophicat implications of his subject,

The equal-opportunity principle is widely praised as an anthentic
expression of the democratic ideal and 1emper. 1 shall argue, to the
contrary, that it is a cruel debasement of & genuinely demacratic under-
standing of equality. To argue that is also o imply, of course, that a
genuinely democratic conception of equality is not widely held in the
United States.

The origins and development of the principle are enough to throw
some doubt on its democratic credentials. Plato gave the principle its first
greatstatement, and he was no democrat. Nor was Napoleon, who was the
first to understand that the doctrine could be made the animating princi-
ple of the power state. In the United States, the Jacksonian demand for
equal rights was assimilated by the Whigs and quickly converied into the
slogan of equal opportunity. It snon won @ secure place in popular
political rhetoric. Whig politicians used the slogan 0 blunt poputar
demands for equality—interprered as “levelling equality "—while defend-
ings the advantages of the wealthy. X

“This argument from origins is, of course, merely cautionary, not
conclusive, but other, more systematic considerations, lead toward the
same conclusion,

The docrrine of equality of opportunity is the product of a competitive
and fragmented society, u divided society, a society in which individual-
ism, in Tocqueville's sense of the word, ! s the reigning erhical principle. It
is a precise symbolic expression of the liheral-hourgeois model of socicty,
for it extends the marketpluce mentality o all the spheres of life. It views
the whole of human relations as a contest in which cach man competes
with his fellows for scarce gonds, a contest in which there is never enough
for everybody and where one man’s gain is usually another’s loss. Resting
upon the attractive conviction that all shauld be allowed to improve their
conditions as far as their abilities permit, the equal-opportunity principle
insists that each individual do this by and for himself. Thus, it is the
pertect embodiment of the Liberal conception of reform. It breaks up

"Demacracy 1n Amenca, New York: Vintage, 1945, Vol. 2, pp. 1405
From Equaiity, editsd by J. Agland Pennock ana John W. Chapman Nomas IX, Yearbaok of the

Amerlcan Society for Political and Lagal Philasophy. Reprinted by permission of tha Publishers,
Ussber-Atherton, Inc. Gopyright € 1967. Al Rights Resarved
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302 Democracy and Soclety

(therness. There is me, and there is anather bang. . .. The-¢ is no compar
ing or estmating. . .. Comparison euters only when one ol us departs
from his own incegral being, and enters the material mechanical world.
Then equality and inequality starts at once

32, The Case for Meritocracy Daniei Bell

Foh.

DaniefBeft(1919-  Jis
the philosophicai dimensions of social and political prablems,

The Case Against Meritocracy

The sociological and philosophical objections to the meritocracy are of
a contradictory and overlapping nature: 3

1. Genetics and intelligence: If one assumes that a meritocracy is
purely a selection by inelligence, and that intelligence is based on inher-
ited genetic differences, then one obins privilege on the basis of a
genetic lottery, and this is an arhitrary basis for sodial justice
" 2. Social class: There can never be a pure meritocracy because, invari-
ably, high-status parents will seck to pass on their positions either through
the use of influence or simply by the cultural advantages their children
would possess. Thus. after one generation a merirocracy simply becomes
an enclaved class. o

3. The role of chance: There is considerable social mobility in the
United States, but it is less related to schooling or ability or even to family
background than to intangible and random factors such as luck and
competence in the particular job one falls into. Christopher Jencks and his
associates, in a review of the effect of family and schooling on mobility,
conclude:

Poverty is not primarily hereditary. While children born into poverty have

2 higher than average chance of ending up poor. there is xill an enormous

amiount of economic mobility from one generation 1o the next. There is

nearly as much economic inequality among brothers rased in the same

homes as in the general popuiation. . .

.. there is almost as much economic inequaiity among those who scare
high on standardized tests as i the general population. Equalizing every-
ane's reading scores would not appreciably reduce the number of eco-
nomic “failures.” ..

Our work suggests. then, that many popular explanations of economic
inequality are largely wrong. We cannot blame economic inequaliry pri-
marily on genetc differences in men's capacity for abstract reasoning,
since there is nearly as much economic inequality among men with equal
test scores s among men in general. We cannot blame economic inequality
+D. H. Lawrence, “Democracy.” as quoted in Raymond Williams, Culture and Society,

1780-1950, New York: Columbia University Press, p- 211
From the Coda of Coming of Post-industrial Saciery, by Damel Bell, © 1973 by Daniel Bell, Basic
Books. Inc.. Publishers, New York
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