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Abstract

For Thailand political crisis nowadays, many people said that the main cause
is Thai coup d’état took place on 19 September 2006. However, it has another cause
that never mentioned yet which is the problem of Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand, B.E. 2540 (1997) .

After Thailand has adopted the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E.
2540, there have been successful outcomes and obstacles to Thai political structure
as the following;

1. First successful outcome is people participation and people freedom.
People are aware of a variety of new rights protection. There is possibility for
Thai people for political participation both at local and national levels through new
channels. Although there are provisions stated in the constitution guaranteeing these
rights, the implication is another matter. The problem is no enactment of subsidiary
law.

2. Another successful outcome is there is stability in political institutions and
their relation. Moreover, there is government stability and prime minister’s leadership.
Although the constitution brings about successful outcomes, it is found that there
are problems caused by political party system and election system as they are
political-commercial. Even the Senate which is connected to people and acts as
checking mechanism cannot be free from domination. Conflict of interest is obvious
among ministers. Political party cannot become a stable institution with democracy
as its policy is up to its political party leader and those who support the party
financially.

3. Last successful outcome is an increase in checks and balances. More
government organizations are assessed of their usage of power which is a result from
establishment of new independent institutions, especially Administrative Court and
Constitutional Court. However these newly established autonomous institutions are
interfered to some extent that they cannot function well in checking on the Executive.
Neither can the Legislature as most of representatives in the House of Representatives

belong to the government which hinders check and balance system.
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As for enforcement of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2540,
there are following problems;

1. There is no absolute enforcement of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand, B.E. 2540.

2. There is loss of balance of powers between the Legislature and the
Executive as majority of vote in the Parliament belongs to the government. In addition,
there is adverse impact from strengthening the Executive in the constitution which is
semi-presidential government.

3. Independent institutions are interfered.

According to political development theory, chaos or conflict in political
structure in any country is political phenomenon happening during transition period
before democracy can be stable and mature. The Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand, B.E. 2540 gives people freedom and promotes people participation which
in turn has politicians let go their grip of power thus realizing people politics. Local
administration is reformed while new independent institutions or mechanism are

established for anti-corruption and abuse of power.
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