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[Invited Paper]
Application of Community Archaeology Process

on Conflict Eradication and the Protection of Archaeological Sites Called

Doi Wiang and Doi Wong, Chiang Rai Province

Professor Sayan Praicharnjit

National Outstanding Researcher in Philosophy

Abstract

In 2010, rural villagers and monks of Baan Lao Pattana community in Tambon Pa Daet,
Amphur Mae Suay, Chiang Rai province, north Thailand, confronted a malicious land broker who
bought and tried to own the public land of enclosed archaeological site called Doi Wiang. Villagers
disadvantaged with the translucent and malfeasant land-registration process and have worsen
relation to the land broker.

Community Archaeology Process has been applied to eradicate the conflict by empowering
the villager-side on exploring, discovering and excavating new community archaeological heritage at
Doi Wong, not far from the conflicted site at Doi Wiang. The new archaeological site is identified as
the prehistoric earthen jar plain with dated around 4,000-3,500 years BP, similar to the Plain of Jars
in Laos. Villagers are supported by several agencies to improve physical infrastructure and their
spiritual culture. Integrative natural and cultural living museum has been created to serve eco-
cultural tourism. Villagers paid more attention on the development of the archaeological heritage at
Doi Wong. Local community museum was developed to display archaeological materials found in
the area of Doi Wiang, Doi Wong and the vicinity area. Instead the direct confront to the land broker,
villagers tried to mention the high cultural value of Doi Wiang and Doi Wong by publicizing
knowledge in the on-site local museum and managing mobile-museum to other places, especially in
Bangkok. At present, Doi Wiang is still public land. The Land Authority Department gave no land
rights documents to the land broker. Worsen and enmity relations between villagers and land broker

has been eradicated.

Keywords: Prehistoric plain of earthen jars, Community archaeological heritage, Community conflict

eradication, Protection of community archaeological heritage.
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