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NOTES
! On the subject of the shift in American policy toward Japan, see: Michael Schaller, The American Occupation
of Japan (New York: Oxford U. Press, 1985}. A particular purpose of encouraging Japanese trade with Southeast
Asia was to offer a substitute for the China market, as the United States increasingly looked with disfavor on Japanese
trade.with the People’s Republic of China and, after the 1951 peace treaty, insisted on Japanese recognition of the Republic
of China on Taiwan. For American ideas on Thailand’s view of Japan, see the following two notes.

2 . . . )
Quoted in Arlene B. Neher, ‘'Prelude to Alliance: The Expansion of American Economic Interest in Thailand
During the 1940’s'* {unpublished Ph.D. dissertation), Northern lllinois University, 1980, p. 366.

3 Bangkok Post, April 13,.1950.

4 . .
Quoted in Neher, “‘Prelude to Alliance...”’, p. 377. In fact, some Americans bluntly advocated creating a
new version of the Greater East Co - Prosperity Sphere. See, for example: Schaller, The American Occupation of Japan,
p. 179.

2 Regarding Thai casualties, just after the event the Japanese military attache in Bangkok, Col. Tamura Hiroshi,
estimated Thai casualties at 150 (*'Tamura Bukan memo,’’ document held by the archives of the Naticnal Institute for
Defense Studies, Tokyo). According to a privately - published book by a group of Japanese war veterans who re - visited
Thailand (Katayama Hiroshi, ed., Himerareta Nittai sen, 1987) the Thai war memorial at Nakhon Sri Thammarat lists Thai
losses at 217 dead. However, Fujimori Sadaharu’s article *‘Keiji ni ukarenu 6kokugawa” in the Asak/ shimbun, July 31,
1987 states that this memorial has the names of 116 Thai soldiers who died in the fighting at the beginning of the war.
Perhaps 116 of a total of 217 Thai dead were soldiers. The rest may have been policemen and civilians.

6 Iwakuro Hideo, Seiki no shingun Singapdru sc;ko_gek/' {Tokyo: Cho shobo, 1956), pp. 16, 26-27.

7 - 3

Accounts of the Banpong Incident can be found in lwai Ken, C 56 Nanpo senjo o iku (Tokyo: Jiji tsushinsha,

1978), pp. 133-136 and Zenkoku kenyukairenaikai, Nihon kempei seishi (Toko: Zenkoku kenyﬂkairenaikai, 1976), pp.

946-948. The Ranong Incident is described in Nakamura Aketo, Hotoke no shireikan {Tokyo: Nihon shuhosha, 1958),
pp. 113-114.

S Yahara Hiromichi, *‘Taikoku shincho to Pibun shushd,” May 1956 (handwritten document by former Staff
Officer and Assistant Military Attache Yahara, held by the archives of the National Institute for Defense Studies, Tokyo).

9 Again, there are differing figures on the number of Thai deaths. OSS quoted the Thai Interior Ministry as report-
ing 8,711 air raid deaths in 1944-45 and damage to more than 10,000 buildings, most of them totally destroyed. See:
XL 30948, Record Group (hereafter RG) 226, U.S. National Archives (hereafter USNA), Washington, D.C. However, a
postwar account by M.R.Seni Pramoj states that only about 2,000 Thai died in air raids. {("'Papers on World War il,”
typescript translation held by the Thailand Information Center, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, p. 12.) Kamon Pen-
srinokun has suggested that the higher figure must include the deaths of laborers who worked on the ill-fated project to
build a new capital at Petchabun in 1943 - 44.

Ichikawa Kenjird, "*Sengo Nihon no Tonan Ajia kaiki: Tai no tokubetsu yen o meguru shomondai,’” Tokyo
Suisandaigaku ronshu 20 (Jan. 1985) p. 7. The budget figure appeared in the Japan Times Advertiser, Dec. 23, 1942.

1
! Thamsook Numnonda, Thailand and the Japanese Presence (Singapore. Institute of Southeast Asian Studies,
1977), pp. 91-92.

1
2 John Coast, Some Aspects of Siamese Politics {(New York: Institute of Pacific Relations, 1953), p. 23

and repeated in Thamsook, Thailand and the Japanese Presence, p. 95.

13 : . .
The Japanese Embassy strongly held this view. See: Nakamura, Hotoke no shireikan, pp. 100-101. Seni

Pramoj, the Thai Minister in America, told Joseph Grew on June 5, 1944 that he believed Wanit's death most likely
was "‘an outright case of murder.’’ (Grew memorandum, June 5, 1944, 892.01/6-544, RG 59, USNA, Washington,
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D.C.) After the war an American - educated Thai informant told OSS: *‘Nai Wanit Pananon is suspected of having been
murdered by CID police...He knew to much about affairs and people during the time before the Japanese entered the
country.”” XL 22759, RG 226, USNA, Washington, D.C.

14 XL 18986 and XL 23037, RG 226, USNA, Washington, D.C.

‘*Sosaku dai yon rentai,’”” June 1, 1946 in: ‘‘Thaihomen butaishi itsushiryo setsu (kan}'’ in the archives of

th National Institute for Defense Studies, Tokyo.

o XL 18986, RG .226, USNA, Washington, D.C.

17
For an English-language history of the Thai Garrison Army, see: HQ U.S. Army Forces Far East Military History
Section, Japanese Research Division, "'Thailand Operations Record’’ in: Donald S. Detwiler and Charles B. Burdick, eds.,
War in Asia and the Pacific, Vol, 6 {New York: Garland Publishing, 1980).

8 An account of the liaison committee is contained in the cremation volume of one of its key members: Chiwit
lae ngan khong Phontho Momchao Phisitdisaphong Disku/ (Bangkok: no publisher given, 1966), pp. 38-48.

y Takase Tsutomu, Bankoku yori kaerite (Tokyo: Nihon kotsu kyélai, 1842), pp. 8-9.

< This is supported by a report on conditions in Thailand compiled by Free Thai who exfiltrated to China in the
fall of 1944, XL 14550, RG 226, USNA, Washington, D.C.

1
For example, a Free Thai member, Sawat Trachu, relates that the disruption of rail transport forced him to
give up his job as a rice shipper in the Northeast. Sawat Trachu, Laksutyot muang Khaphachao pen Seri Thai Kap khunphon
Phuphan Tiang Sirikhan (Bangkok: Matichon, 1984}, pp. 1-4.

22 . v )
In 1945, although the Thai export reserve had declined to 300,000 tons, the Japanese army was fully supplied

and each month 10,900 tpngof rice were shipped to Malaya, 3,000 to Burma, and 2,000 to {(famine-stricken northen
French Indochina. Boeicho boeikenshujo senshishitsu, Shittan-Meigo sakusen (Tokyo: Asagumo shimbunsha, 1969),
p; 690.

3 . ) ) .
Hamada Yoshihisa, Birma haisenki {Tokyo: Tosho shuppansha, 1982), p. 28 states that the baht’s black
market value was six or seven times that of the Burmese military rupee, creating opportunities for quick profit through itlegal
currency dealings, since officially they were of equal value.

4 This is confirmed by the Free Thai report on conditions in Thailand in the fall of 1944. XL 14550, RG 226,
USNA, Washington, D.C.

p Yoshimura Kozaburo, Ano kito, kono hito (Tokyo: Kyo-dc; kikaku shuppanbu, 1967), p. 160.

26 ) y ) )
Nakamura, Hotoke no shireikan, especially pp. 48-b4. Even OSS affirmed improvement in the Japanese

treatment of Thai citizens'and property. XL 18786, RG 226, USNA, Washington, D.C.

/ For Direk’s comments on Nakamura, see: Direk Jayanama (tr. by Jane G. Keyes) Siam and World War I/
{Bangkok: Social Science Assn. of Thailand, 1978, pp. 59, 102-103, 107.

8 On the shiftin Japanese policy, see: Akira Irive, Power and Culture (Cambridge: Harvard U. Press, 1981},
especially pp. 96-21.

2 . . s - . L - - -
9The text of the policy outline appears in: Ota Ichiro, ed., Nihon gaikoshi, Daitoa senso senji gaiko (Tokyo:
Kajima kenkyujo shuppansha, 1971}, p. 182.

0 ) - - - - o -
Yamada is quoted from a message cf May 1944 in: Boeicho boeikenshujo senshishitsu, Nansei homen
rikugun sakusen (Tokyo: Asagumo shimbunsha, 1976}, p. 229 and Yamanoto's message of April 24, 1945 is contained
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in: Ota, ed., Nihon gaikoshi, p. 188.

1
3 XL 23037, RG 226, USNA, Washington, D.C.; Coast, Aspects of Siamese FPolitics, p. 21, and Direk, Sram

and World War /I, p. 107.

32 Bangkok Post, November 29, 1946.

o 892.00/9.3044, RG 59, USNA, Washington, D.C.

34 . . . ’ . . o
A Japanese account by an operative who served as a liaison man with the Chinese is: Fujishima Ken'ichi,

Gendo suru senso no urabanashi (Bangkok: Kokusai insatsu yu—gen koshi, 1977).

® Suphot Dantrakun, ed., Phanhotamruatek Adun Adundetcharat phuttung khothetjing prawattisat Kiawkap
Nai Pridi Phanomyang lae Chomphon P. Phibunsongkhram (Bangkok: no publisher given, 1979), pp. 185-186. (This is
the text of Adun’s testimony for the Thai war crimes trials and hereafter this source is referred to as ''Adun’s Testimony."")

36 {Phra) Phisan Sukhumwit, Jotmaihet khong Seri Thai (Bangkok: Thai Khasem Press, 1978), p. 30.

2 For example, see: ‘‘Bangkok Monthly Political Report, September 1941, U.S. Legation, 892.00 PR/149,
RG 69, USNA, Washington, D.C. In the fall of 1941 Wanit was accused of corruption and treason in the Thai press. For
more details on this incident, see: E. Thadeus Flood, '*Japan’s Relations with Thailand: 1928-1941 (unpublished Ph.D.
dissertation), University of Washington, 1967, pp. 645-654. Police Commander Adun, who ordered Wanit’s arrest in
1944 and who is blamed by many for his death, bluntly referred to Wanit as ‘’a Japanese spy.’’ Adun’s Testimony, p.
72.

8 Yamada Kunitaré, Mejji shonen no ayumi (Nagoya: Yamada Sensei ‘'kairoku’’ shuppan suru kai, 1979),
p. 242. In a talk with British Minister Sir Josiah Crosby on July 3, 1938, Regent Prince Athit discussed reasons tor an
upsurge of pro-Japanese sentiment. According to Crosby's report '“His Royal Highness could only account for this change
by concluding that the Japanese were exercising pressure in order to bring the Prime Minister and the naval and military
clique definitely over to their side. He believed also that the Japanese were distributing money freely, more particularly
among the officers who figured among the ‘promoters’ of the coup d’etat of June, 1932, for many of these men were
exhibiting conspicuous signs of affluence at the present time.”’ British Foreign Office File 371-23595-6536, Document
F7486/1860/40, Crosby to Lord Halifax, July 10, 1939.

Boeicno boeikenshujo senshishitsu, Shittan-Meigo sakusen, pp. 693-695 and Thawi Bunyaket, ‘‘Additional
Facts on the Situation in Siam During the Second World War,"" in Direk, Siam and world War I/, pp. 120-121.

4
9 Charles Cruickshank, SOE in the Far East (Oxford: Oxford U. Press, 1983), p. 120.

41
“"MAGIC Far East Summary, Army Supplement,’” July 24, 1945, RG 457, USNA, Washington, D.C. John

B. Haseman, The Thai Resistance Movement in World War // (DeKalb:) Northern lllinois U. Center for Southeast Asian
Studies, 1979}, p. 150 states that the operation had been rescheduled for August 19.

42 . . . ) . .
Nicol Smith and Blake Clark, /nto Siam the Underground Kingdom (Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1946),
pp. 228-229, 287-288, 296-229 and Nishino Junijiro Nittai yonhyakunenshi {Tokyo: Jiji tsushinsha, 1984) (second edition),
pp. 173-179.

3 Thawee Bunyaket, who served as prime minister for a brief period just after the Japanese surrender stated:
"‘During my seventeen days of prime ministership | almost sat on fire and faced several crises. But disarming the Japanese
did not pose any one of them. | must commend the behavior of a large number of fully armed Japanese soldiers. Once
they were told that their government had surrendered, they gave up arms without any disturbance. Ht is difficult to imagine
a more disciplined lot of soldiers.”” Quoted in: Jayanta Ray, Portraits of Thai Politics (New Delhi: Longmans, Ltd., 1972),
p. 107.
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44 SRS 1769, "MAGIC Diplomatic Summary, '’ August 24, 1945 in ‘"The MAGIC Documents: Summaries
and Transcripts of the Top Secret Diplomatic Communications of Japan 1938-1945"' (microfilm) {Washington, D.C.:
University Publications of America, 1980).

45 Genevieve Caulfieid (Ed.Fitzgerald, ed.}, The Kingdom Within (New York: Harper & Bros., 1960), pp. 247-
248.

y’ Ibid., p. 248. The late Jorge Orgibet, in Bangkok at that time as a representative of the U.S. Office of War

Information (OWI), expressed the same view in almost the same words during an interview in Bangkok_in August 1984.

4 - -
7 /bid., pp. 244-245. Also, see: Nakamura, Hotoke no shireikan, pp. 182-183 and Ishii ltaro, Gaikokan no
issho (Tokyo: Chuo koronsha, 1986) (reprint edition), p. 483.

g Nakamura Aketo, *'Chutai yonnen kaisoroku,’’ Vol. 4, pp. ¢24-26. This is a handwritten memoir, a copy
of which is held in the archives of the National Institute for Defense Studies, Tokyo.
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4
Brailey, Thailand and the Fall or Singapore, for example, pp. 18-19.
55 Likhit, Siam and Colonialism, pp. 78-79.
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during the last months before the war wrote in his summary report of August 22, 1942: *Had the Prime Minister been
able confidently to rely on the desire and ability of the French and British to defend their respective territories, he probably .
would have defied Japan.’’ He noted that Phibun tried hard to get U.S. and British support, but *‘could discover no intention
on the part of either power to intervene effectively.” 892.00/233, RG 59, USNA, Washington, D.C.

67 _ - - - - - )
Boeicho boeikenshujo senshishitsu, Maree shinko sakusen (Tokyo: Asagumo shimbunsha, 19686}, pp.
148-152.

po The minutes of the Thai cabinet meetings of December 7-8, 10, and 11, 1941, used as evidence at the

Thai war crimes trials (translated by Swan and included as an appendix to his dissertation ''Japanese Economic Relations
with Siam...”” pp. 239-293), in addition to showing the mood of despair which gripped the Thai leadership at the time
of the Japanese invasion, again reflect nothing other than realistic, survivalist reasoning in arguments for alliance with
Japan. Although many examples could be cited, perhaps the best illustration of the uncertainty of Thailand’s gamble
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able to import goods; we won't be able to export. If we don’t join with Japan, | don’t know who we'll be able to trade
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J Brailey, Thailand and the Fall of Singapore, p. 19.
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