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Complete text of Emperor’s address

The following is the offi-
cial translation of the speech
made Thursday night by the
Emperor at the state banquet
in honor of South Korean
President Roh Tae Woo, and
his wife, Kim O k Sook:

Your Excellency the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Korea,

Your Excellency has come
to pay a visit to this country
with Mrs. Roh Tae Woo in
spite of the heavy pressure
of affairs of state. It is a
matter of great significance
and cause of utmost plea-
sure to me to be able tore-
ceive as a state guest Your
Excellecy the President, who
has led your country to its
remarkable development. |
wish to offer my heartfelt
welcome to Your Excellency
and your party.

The Korean Peninsula and
Japan, since ancient times,
have maintained close con-
tact as the nearest neighbors.
Even during the Edo Period
when Japan kept its doors
closed to the outside world,
Japan continued to receive
Korean missions and all the
Japanese people cordially wel-
comed them. However, while
looking back upon the history
of long, fruitful exchanges
between the Korean Peninsula
and Japan, | recall what was
stated by the late Emperor

Showa: “ It is indeed regret-
table there was an unfortu-
nate past between us for a
period in this century and
| believe that it should not
be repeated again. ” 1 think-
of the sufferings your people
underwent during this unfortu-
nate period, which was brought
about by my country, and
cannot but feel the deepest
regret.

Having gone through such
an era, the relationship be-
tween our two countries has
been restored to normality,
thanks to the staunch enthu-
siasm of those people in both
countries, in all circles and
at all levels, who have wished
for the revival of Japan-Korea
friendship, and we now witness
friendly and cooperative re-
lations in all fields. To all
those concerned, | should
like to express my profound
respect.

Both Japan and the Re-
public of Korea have now
come to be expected to play
important roles for the peace
and prosperity of the world.
I eamestly hope that the peo-
ple of our two countries will
further deepen their mutual
understanding, make the re-
lations between the two coun-
tries increasingly mature, and
jointly respond to this chal-
lenge.

5
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| feel particularly reasured
to see active exchanges be-
tween young people, who
are to take over responsi-
bility in the coming age, and
the emergence from these,
exchanges of a new friend-
ship to unite the two coun-
tries. This new friendship
will be the groundwork for
the two countries to join forces
in making a significant con-
tribution to the future of
mankind.

[ believe that Your Excel-
lency’s current visit will lay
a foundation for such a new
relationship between our two
countries that will continue
into the 21st century.

I understand that Your Ex-
cellency will also visit the
Kansai area. Fortunately,
this is the season of fresh,
pleasant greenery. It is my
ardent hope that Your Excel-
lency will find your stay in
this country agreeable and
meaningful.

May | now propose a toast
to the good health and happi-
ness of Your Excellency the
President and Mrs. Roh Tae
Woo, and to the further pros-
perity of the people of the
Republic of Korea.

o
N1 : Japan Time

(May 25, 1990 ), p. 4.
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Roh’s address to

Following is the fulltex of
a speech by South Korean
President Roh Tae Woo dur-
ing a banquet at the Imperial
Palace in Tokyo Thursday.
The English translation was
provided by the South Ko-
rean government.

Your Majesties the Em-
peror and Empress, esteemed
members of the imperial fami-
ly, your excellencies Prime
Minister and Mrs. Kaifu, dis-
tinguished guests.

I am grateful to you for
so warmly welcoming my
wife and me and honoring
us with this splendid dinner.
[ am also thankful for your
Majesty’s warm and friendly
remarks abbout my country
and people.

It is a great pleasure for
me to visit Japan as it is
opening the new Heisei era
with your ascension to the
throne. And [ consider it
of utmost significance that
today, | have this historic
opportunity to get to know
your Majesty and personally
congratulate you on your
becoming Emperor. [ pay
tribute to Japan for having
risen from the ashes of war
and rebuilt itself into a peace-
ful and prosperous nation
that is the envy of the world.
I am convinced that the Hei-
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sei era will see peace, pros-
perity and fellowship enhanced
not only in Japan but also
throughout East Asia and the
whole world beyond.

From time immemorial to
the present, the two coun-
tries of Korea and Japan
have had close contacts as
next-door neighbors. Through
interaction across a narrow
strait, our peoples have sig-
nificantly influenced each other’s
cultural development. We
have shared many good things
together but in more modern
times, we experienced a pain-
ful phase also. Compared
with the long history of neigh-
borly and amicable associa-
tion, however, the dark period
was a relatively short one.

It is not possible to erase
or forget historical facts. Ne-
vertheless, we must not re-
main bound up in memories.
Our two nations must now
forge a new era of friend-
ship and cooperation based
on a proper historical pers-
pective, putting the unfortu-
nate past truly behind us.
It is significant that your Ma-
jesty, the symbol of Japanese
history and the new Japanese
nation, has shown deep con-
cern about this matter.

To ensure that our two

o
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nations will become close
neighbors in spirit as well as
geographically, all of us now
should strive together to re-
move the dark shadow of
history and negative residues
of the past that have stood
in the way of developing our
bilateral ties. In that way,
we should be able to bequeath
wholesome bilateral ties to
our posterity.

Your Majesty, the 21st cen-
tury is now fast approaching
in the midst of tremendous
upheavals. The burning hu-
man desire for freedom and
prosperity has rubbled the
Cold War structure, drastical-
ly reshaping the global poli-
tical landscape. Freedom and
democracy, ideals which both
Korea and Japan have been
pursuing, have begun to pre-
vail as universal values.

It has long been predicted
that the 21st century will be
the Asia-Pacific age. In the
world today, the relationship
between Korea and Japan is
therefore not a matter of
importance for our two coun-
tries alone. For our two na-
tions ought to combine our
efforts to take a leading role
in promoting peace and pros-
perity throughout the Asia-
Pacific region, an area which
will become the cradle of a



new civilization harmoniously
blending things East and West.
Furthermore, our two né&-
tions should together make
ever greater contributions to
global prosperity and well
being. This, I believe, is our
responsibility before humanity
and history.

Looking back, Hoshu Ame-
nomori, who was in charge
of Japanese relations with
the Choson Kingdom some
270 years ago, had as his
motto, “ Sincerity and good
faith. ” Hyon Tog Yun, his

Korean counterpart, built Song-
shindang, the Hall of Sin-
cerity and Good Faith, in
Tongnae, and met Japanese
envoys there. Likewise, | am
confident our bilateral ties
will develop in the future in
a spirit of mutual respect and
understanding in pursuit of
shared ideals and values.

[ believe the future of Kore-
an-Japanese relations will be
bright so long as we endeavor
together with good faith and
trust to build our ties from
a global perspective. As an
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Oriental sage said, “ The re-
lationship between true gen-
tlemen is placid, just like
calm water. ” 1believe friendly
relations between our two
nations should be like that
also.

Distinguished guests, please
join me in toasting the good
health, longevity and well
being -of their Majesties and
the boundless prosperity of
Japan in the newly opened
Heisei era.

Thank you.

4
Nu1:Japan Times ( May 25,
1990), p. 4
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