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PRACHAN ROAD :

BETWEEN THE PALACE AND THE MONASTERY
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It is said that planting of the great ebony
trees came about through the efforts of the Nature
Conservation Group organized by the students of
Thammasat University, with the cooperation of the
Bangkok Municipality over ten years ago, providing
a cool and shady connection between the Royal
Plaza and Phra Chan Jetty on the bank of the
Chao Phraya River.

On one corner at the Royal Plaza end is
the Memorial statue of Bangkok's first Vice-
Regent (late 18th early 19th century), he stands
with his hands joined in adoration an unsheathed
sword between them. On the corner opposite this
memorial is a gate to the Palace of the Vice-
Regent. It had been constructed in the late 19th
century, and razed when Thammasat University's
main auditorium was constructed in 1954. It was
later rebuilt on its original site and in its original
form in 1984 when the University celebrated its
first half-centenary.

At the other end of Phra Chan Road is the
jetty where many of Bangkok's working population
catch ferries for their homes on the other side of
the river.

Bangkok's first Vice-Regent had been in
turn the leading military strategist, first of King
Taksin who freed Siam of the Burmese in 1767,

and then of King Rama I, who made Bangkok his
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capital. When the old capital,Ayuthaya fell to the
Burmese in 1767 he withdrew down the Chao-
Phraya River. Before passing inv front of a
Burmese encampment on the western bank of the
river, he noticed an insignificant monastery of the
east bank. He was then inspired to make a vow
that if he were delivered from his present danger
he would return to rebuild and glorify that
monastery in honour of the Buddha. He ordered
his barge overturned and hiding beneath it he
passed the Burmese camp undetected.

When the Burmese had been driven out
and the Kingdom re-established he returned to the
site of his vow and his deliverance and renovated
the small monastery, renameing it “Wat
Nibbanaram” (The Monastery of the Release).
The name was later changed to “Wat Mahadhatu”
(The Monastery of the Great Relic), after the
important relic enshrined there. This name is in
use today.

When King Rama Tascended the throne in
1782 he appointed his younger brother Vice-
Regent. The fatter built his palace across the road
from Wat Mahadatu. That palace is today the site
of the National Museum, the National Theatre,
and Thammasat University

Thus Phra Chan Road, the loveliest of Old

Bangkok's Streets, slices straight through the
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heart of history, with the wall of the monastery on
the one side and the wall of the Place on the other,
full of the past, of story, art and culture, cool and
green.

Traffic should be forbidden there at least
one day a week, Phra Chan Road should be made
a pedestrain haven where Bangkok's citizens and
visitors can walk in peace, and think, at least one
day a week, about the great events that once took

place there.
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