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Abstract

Over the past six years, the dramatic increase in the number of Thai
graduates with bachelor’s degrees has led to rising unemployment among
young adults, while workers without such degrees regularly find employment
in the current labor market. This has caused disagreement over the importance
of social science and humanities degrees. Most degree recipients do not finally
work in jobs associated with their fields of study. Some wind up unemployed,
chiefly because no position appropriate for their training and skills is available.
Thai society has more immediate need of graduates with science and
technology degrees to support the national economy in factory and industrial
jobs. The government has duly issued educational policies focusing science and
technology, while reducing the number of admissions to faculties of social
science and humanities to address the problem. Yet graduates in the social
sciences and humanities are essential for the societal health of the Kingdom.

Since ancient Greek times, the venerable study of social science has
been of constant vital assistance for people’s understanding, adaptation, and
environmental development. While popular ideas about social science and
humanities degrees may stagnate, the actual fields of study are highly dynamic,
widely applicable, and up to date. Like all other sciences, the subjects of social
sciences as well as humanities and science cooperate symbiotically, indicating

their ongoing and increasing importance in Thai society.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 37 No. 2, 2018]

Keywords: Social sciences and humanities, Graduation rates, Importance,
Employment
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.6, 2546 263 :28:708 248:35: 717 30.2:3.3:66.5
e WA 2547 2643706 253:35:71.2 30.7:3.3:66
(W.7.2545 — 2549) WAL 2548 264:29:70.7 255:35:71 31.1:33:65.6
25.7:35:70.8 313:33:65.4
W.A. 2549 26.6:3:704
n.A. 2550 25:5:70 23:5:72 23:5:72
n.A. 2551 27 :5:68 23:6:71 23:6:71
atiuil 10 WAL 2550 90 .6 65 25:6: 69 25:6: 69
(W.A.2550 — 2554) 7. .7
YA 2553 31663 25:7:68 25:7:68
26:7:67 26:7:67
W.A. 2554 33:7:60
W.A. 2555 28 :7:65 24:5:71 28 :7:65
W.A. 2556 30:7:63 25:6:69 30:7:63
auun 11 WA 2557 3510 - 55 29:7:64 35:10:55
(W.A.2555 — 2559) 34:8:58 40:15:45
W.A. 2558 40:15:45
40:10:50 50:20:30
n.A. 2559 50:20:30
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