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Abstract

This research studies the relationship between religious life and economic,
social, and political statuses and roles of Malay-Muslim women in southernmost
Thailand. The research focuses on sources of power and agency of Malay-Muslim women
consisting of religious knowledge, practices, and piousness. The studied subjects of
the research are “kampong women” who are ordinary people strugsling to make end
meet without higher education in both general and religious ones. The research points
out that amid Islamization “kampong women” who believe in traditional Islam or
the so-called “old group” have played important role in nurturing Islam through
their strong intention to study religion, their strict religious practice, and their support of
all religious activities. This religious life provides them good economic, social, and
political statuses and roles both in family and community context. However, kinship
system and matrilocal settlement after marriage are also important factors determining
if a woman with high religious status is able to have high economic, social, and political
statuses and roles. However, the statuses and roles of “kampong women” seem to be
meaningless when facing with strong powers from outside especially state security forces,
modernization, and development projects with negative impacts on ecosystem and

agriculture.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 36 No.3, 2017]
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