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L aurence Stifel

I first met Larry at Wat Mahadhatu in
the early 1960s when I gave a lecture in Thai
to the monks of Maha Chula Buddhist
University. There were hundreds of monks
sitting on the temple ground listening to me.
I did not realize that there was an American
among them. After my lecture, Larry came
to greet me, saying that he wanted to test his
ability in listening to a Thai talk and he also
wanted to understand more of Siamese
Buddhist culture. We have been friends
since then.

I think Larry graduated from Havard and
was sent by the American AID to work with
the Thai Economic Development Board. He
must have met Dr Puey Ungphakorn there,
as Dr Puey was a leading member of the
Board. At that time, Dr Puey was about to
take the Deanship at the Faculty of Eco-
nomics, Thammasat University, besides being
Governor of the Bank of Thailand. Dr Puey
must have liked Larry who was a very
likeable person. He had a smooth manner
which appealed to most Thai elites, besides
being a good economist and an able
administator.

Due to Dr Puey’s influence, Larry was

transferred to teach at the Faculty of
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Economics. His salary must have been paid
by the Rockefeller Foundation which financed
many new academic developments at
Thammasat University.

I think Bill Bradley, great grandson of
the famous missionary who first came to
Siam in the reign of King Mongkut, repre-
sented the Foundation and he also taught at
the newly created Faculty of Liberal Arts.

At that time Dr Puey was asked by some
of us, young academics and intellectuals, to
start the Textbook Project on Social Sciences
and the Humanities so that university stu-
dents would have enough books in Thai for
their studies, Again the Rockefeller Foundation
helped us financially in this new venture.

Meanwhile I felt the Siam Society was
not scholarly enough, so I asked friends who
were members of the Society to put real
scholars in the new council in 1968. Larry
also became a council member with me. He
was active in the Society and proposed that
Dr Puey be made an honorary member. I
think it was the first time that a Thai
commoner was elected to that prestigious
position. Later Larry helped me in editing a
book in honour of Dr Puey, which he ap-
propriately titled A Siam for All Seasons.

INIETTHANART



When Dr Puey was abroad and was in
trouble with the then dictatorial regime at
home, he often sent his letters via Larry
Stifel.

After Bill Bradley’s tenure at Thammasat
University, he went back to the Rockefeller
Foundation in New York and was offered the
presidency of the Hazen Foundation in Con-
necticut. He persuaded Larry to become
Secretary of the Rockefeller Foundation.
Eventually Larry became the Foundation’s
vice president as well.

My friendship with the Stifels continued
with Larry and Dell, his wife. Whenever I
went to USA, I.sometimes stayed at their
home in Princeton and be usually invited me
to dine at Havard Club in New York.

I had been invited to Villa Bellagio
twice already, due to my connection with the
Hazen Foundation on cultural relations for
the future. Ken Thomson was then Vice
President of the Rockefeller Foundation
which owned this beautiful villa on Lake
Como in Northern Italy. However, it was
through Larry that I was able to get invited
to write my memoirs Phrases of Life in 1982
and the second volume in 1992.

My bad years were 1992-3, as were
1976-77 when I had to be an exile, due to
political upheaval in Siam. On both occasions
Larry and Dell were very kind to me.

After leaving the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, Larry was offered a chance to return to
work in Siam, which he would have liked as

he had many Thai friends. Yet he chose a
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hard life in Nigeria. However he was elected
member of the board of Thailand Develop-
ment Research Institute, which meant that he
could often visit Siam for board meetings.
Everytime he came here, however busy he
was, he would make time to see me. We also
had a few good times together in the Phil-
ippines, due to our mutual friend, Frankie
Jos'e of Solidarity magazine.

When he taught at Cornell University in
1992, he and Dell invited me to stay at their
house and give several lectures at the uni-
versity.

I was schocked to hear that Larry had a
very bad accident while mountain climbing.
I was glad to learn that the critical period
passed and that be was able to return home
for recuperation. The next I heard was of his
demise. I was very sad indeed.

Personally, I lost a good friend. Siam
also lost a valuable person, committed to
seeing this country be free, peaceful and

democratic, with a certain amount of social

justice.

Larry was a good Christian and under-
stood the value of Buddhism. He was
broadminded, with a dry sense of humour.
He could listen patiently to views contrary
to his own. Yet he was honest about giving
us his real opinion but not in an aggressive
way. His commitment to learning, culture
and social welfare is to be praised and
remembered.

May he rest in peace.
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