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Independent Regulatory Commissions Recruitment Procedure: Case Study
of Recruiting NBTC according to the Constitution of The Kingdom of
Thailand B.E. 2550.

Vannapar Tirasangka

Faculty of Political Science

Thammasat University
vannapar_b@hotmail.com
ABSTRACT

Research project on independent regulatory commission recruitment
procedure: studies of recruiting The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission according to the Constitution of The Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550. In
virtue of establishing independent regulatory commission as a government agency,
its main objective is to investigate and oversee operational activities that have been
executed by either the government itself or the private sector for the best interest
of the nation. An independent regulatory commission requires competent
personnel with specific proficiency to act as deputy for the government, to provide
advice on significant matters to relevant administrative agencies and to be a
representative to oversee operations of private sector without restraint. In order to
protect collective interests of the people, an independent regulatory commission
recruitment procedure must follow the proper justifiable recruitment system, of

which is accepted throughout all sectors for the true benefits of the nation.

The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission s
established as a single converged regulator for telecommunications and
broadcasting sectors as legislated under section 47 of the Constitution of The
Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550. It is an independent regulatory commission installed
to protect collective interests and to conduct the business of telecommunications
and broadcasting sectors for the true benefits of the nation and the people.
Therefore, the recruitment procedure must be implemented appropriately and
equitably to attain qualified and proficient commission. There are explicit principle
requirements regarding duties of the independent regulatory commission especially

in the areas of:

1) There are proper requirements specified under the law for inauguration
as independent regulatory commission including knowledge, proficiency, relevant
experience and eligible age for the benefits of promoting perspectives and
performing duties decisively. Moreover, the recruitment procedure must be

conducted transparently and accountably.
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2) The recruitment procedure should be conducted with transparent
methods and by recruiting committee members with qualifications, perspectives
and visions. To prevent any prejudice or misjudgment, the recruiting committee
members should be formed from all relevant sectors and their authority of shall be

restricted by law.

3) There should be precaution towards recruitment system amongst their
own nominees since “Block Vote”, a vote proportional in magnitude to the number
of people that a candidate represents, may be prejudiced. Therefore, this system
will function at its optimum when the nominees are selected based on their

qualifications and are explicitly classified into different groups.

4) The recruitment procedure of independent regulatory commission
should relate to the people in terms of the popular sovereignty including the
inspection of qualifications or the consent of representatives in independent

regulatory commission recruitment procedure.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 33 No.1, 2014]

Keyword: Recruitment Procedure, Independent Regulatory Commissions, NBTC,
Constitution, Thailand
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