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Abstract

This article is aimed to study Islam and the negotiation of Malays of
a southern-border province in the wake of Islamization over the past four decades.
The study was conducted in a Malay village of Raman district, Yala province, using
interview and observation as research methods. It examines how Islam was practiced
in the past, how Islamization took place and affected previous practices of Islam,
and how villagers in turn negotiated Islam and Malay rituals. The study found that prior
to the 2520s (B.E.) villagers did not practice Islam strictly. But after the return of one
villager from Saudi Arabia, where he studied Islam, in the 2510s (B.E.), followed by
the returns of other villagers from Muslim countries after they finished studying Islam,
plus the spread of “New School” and especially “Dakwah” into the area, villagers began
to practice Islam more strictly. However, their religious lives are not monolithic because
they responded to Islamization under different conditions and specificities.
In addition, they hold that Allah is the only one they account for or are committed to,
not religious leaders or religious movements. They negotiated with Allah and interpreted
Islamic teachings according to their conditions and necessities rather than passively
following religious leaders and movements’ interpretations and orders. Moreover,
although some Malay rituals deemed in conflict with Islam were discontinued, many
Malay rituals are still alive because “Bo Moh” or ritual specialists have adjusted
and reinterpreted Malay rituals to be in line with Islam. The adjustment and reinterpretation
include referring to the power of Allah, aligning with the prophet’s practices, explaining
rituals scientifically, and secularizing the rituals. Taken together, they made it possible

for villagers to hold Malay rituals in the wake of Islamization.
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