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Abstract

During the past 2-3 decades, the tendency of violent conflicts throughout
the world always involve with the issue of ethno-religious conflict. On the one hand,
some literatures accused religion as the cause of violent conflicts, on the other hand,
a number of scholars insist that religion can also be a force for peacebuilding.

This study attempts to explore the conditions of peaceful coexistence between
Muslim and non-Muslim at community level in two communities of border area in
northern Thailand. The study more emphasizes on everyday practices
or building peace from below rather than involving with the power relation of political
structure to resolve any conflicts in society. This research adopts various methods of
an Anthropological research such as in-depth interview, participant observation
for collecting data.

The study finds that in order to building peace from below, these are some
crucial conditions: avoiding absolutist; avoiding exclusivist; being rationalist,

and establishing center for ethnoreligious dialogue and understanding.
[Thammasat Journal, Volume 35 No.2, 2016]

Keywords: peacebuilding, peacebuilding from below, pluralistc society, ethnoreligious

identity, Muslims in northern Thailand
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