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Abstract

Social justice is often perceived to be about rules and laws, and only
government agencies can make judgment on a person. This perception is mistaken
because the aforementioned issue is related to  “Fairness”, not “Justice”, which is much
more complicated and diverse. The concept of social justice is opposite to social
disparity and social inequality. It may be divided into four dimensions derived from
the organized expert discussion on social justice topic. The four dimensions are social
and cultural recognition and equality, participation and political rights, economy and
resource allocation, and rules, norms, and justice system. This study aims to develop
social justice index from the four dimensions by using a questionnaire consisting of 72
questions that has been tested for validity and reliability. Bangkok and Pathumthani
provinces were randomly selected as study areas. Experienced data collectors were
extensively trained to be familiar with all the questions. The survey was completed in
7 days. Geographical Information System was applied during the planning process
to ensure the scattering of samples as much as possible, and to record the locations of
participated households for future study.

Results from the public survey show that the overall social justice score was
average. Comparing each dimension, the highest score was social and cultural recognition
and equality dimension, participation and political rights dimension, economy and
resource allocation dimension, and rules, norms, and justice system dimension,

respectively. The social and cultural recognition and equality dimension was the only
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dimension with high score. The study also shows that, as reflected in the lowest score
on rules, norms, and justice system dimension, the respondents may feel that they

receive justice, regarding rules and norms, less than their expectation.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 35 No.1, 2016]

Keywords: Social justice, Disparity, Fairness, Inequality, Index
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