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Abstract

A study of competition in television content production after Thailand’s
transition to digital terrestrial television aims to analyze the effects of “news content
requirement”, imposed by the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications
Commission (NBTCQ), on the content production. The study assumes that news content
requirement will facilitate more competition in news content production in the television
sector. The study tests the above mentioned assumption based on Structure-Conduct-
Performance (SCP) approach and uses supporting data from primary and secondary
sources.

From preliminary research, the study finds that the conversion from analog
to digital terrestrial television allows new entrants to participate in the television market.
As a result, there are currently more channels and more players competing in the digital
broadcasting market. Furthermore, in order to reach more viewers, television
broadcasters immensely invest in content production and develop more interesting
content. News content, in particular, becomes one of the highest content investments
in the digital television sector. In this regard, the study preliminarily concludes that news
content production becomes more competitive after the transition from analog to digital
television. The rising trend of competition could be a result of higher numbers of players
in the television market as well as the regulation newly imposed by the national

regulator.
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Concerning the fact that Thailand has just started its conversion from analog
to digital television, a positive conclusion on competition in news content production
might be too early. The study needs further analysis of news content competition

by collecting data from primary sources, such as an in-depth interview.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 34 No.3, 2015]
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