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Abstract

After the signing of “The General Consensus on Peace Dialogue Process”
in Kuala Lumpur on 28 February 2013 between the Thai government and those who
have different ideologies and opinions from the state, the atmosphere of the conflict
area in the Southern Border Provinces of Thailand drastically changed. The space for
communication and political discussion was much more extended than before. Following
this development, there was a surge of information related to the conflict which had
been unthinkable before, including the release of video clips from the non-state armed
actor, documentaries and news reports produced by the local media and so on.

This article tries to explain the changes after the signing of the consensus in
the conflict area, and to analyze the difference of the historical views of the state and
the non-state armed actors, because this difference is regarded as one of the core root
of the conflict. This is followed by the analysis of the perception of the non-state armed
actors which describes the Thai state as the ‘Thai colonialists’ and the purpose of

their strugsle.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 34 No.3, 2015]

Key Words: Malay, Indonesian, Patani Malay dialect, Malay ethnicity, language planning,

language policy
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