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Abstract

This research project studies the selectivity and the use of identities among
Burmese Muslim labourers in Thailand. The framework of religiosity and piety is applied
to the context of the migration of Burmese labourers from the anthropology of Islam
perspective. The paper explains two different case studies of groups of Burmese Muslim
immigrants: in the border town of Mae Sot and in urban Chiang Mai. The case studies
suggest that the Burmese Muslims have selected their religious identity in order to
negotiate for two things: the construction of space for their communities in the new
contexts, and the establishment of a social classification system of hierarchical
relationships within the Muslim communities. This research also shows that the Burmese
Muslim labourers are willing to join the Dawah group, a religious organization advocating
adherence to strict social rules, because membership will facilitate movement to
difference places; they attempt to evade state domination by taking on the identity of
religious and Muslims. Furthermore, the making of a religious space on the border and
in urban areas reveals a process of self-insertion into pre-existing notions of nation and
ethnicity in various ways, such as through the communities’ efforts to alternately
cooperate, contradict, negotiate, and compromise through their power relations in
particular times and places. The paper argues that the participation of Burmese labourers
in the Islamic Dawah movement can be considered a means to assert a new self-
identification and to shift their social relations to a more advantageous position in

the new post-migration context.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 34 No.3, 2015]
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