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ABSTRACT

Asylum seeking phenomenon in recent years has been a popular topic both in
media and academic world. This issue has been brought up rapidly and unceasingly.
This intense conflict shapes the image of Rohingya into two categories; either as
vulnerable and passive victims persecuted by Myanmar government or aggressive Muslim
group battling with Rakhine Buddhist in Arakan state. This paper aims to negotiate with
mainstream media by portraying a different image of displaced Rohingya in Maesot,
Thailand-Myanmar borderland, where Rohingha have established a small community
hidden in the larger Muslim neighborhood. These Rohingya have been living in Thailand
for many centuries. From the study, they are not overwhelmed by the past bitter
experiences in the motherland as widely represented. However, they choose to
interweave into networks for jobs or business advantages in the context of
this borderland. Furthermore, these networks assist the new-arrival Rohingya relatives
by providing shelter and jobs. The materializing process of Rohingha identity then lies in
the process of network creation and assimilation into the borderland society, which can
be referred as their new ‘home’. Nevertheless, Rohingya there must adapt themselves
to the power relations engendered by political dynamics of Thailand, Myanmar and
Arakan State. Consequently, Rohingyaness in this area is closely connected to Muslim
community in Maesot borderland, especially the Burmese and Bangladesh Muslim.
Their identity is not essentially obvious as the one of political Rohingya activists in

Thailand.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 34 No.3, 2015]

Keywords: Rohingya, Thai-Burma Borderland, Diaspora, Ethnic Identity
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For months now, the Rohingya Muslim people have been targeted
in a campaign that a Human Rights Watch report has described as
"ethnic cleansing”. Rohingya Muslims in Burma have been forced into
segregated settlements and camps, and-in many cases-cut off from

lifesaving aid."”

Rohingya terrorists in the guise of “asylum seekers” pouring into India
with boats through the waterways, like in Burma. This method of
infiltration into non-Muslim countries are used by Muslims into Europe

on a daily basis."”
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