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ABSTRACT

ASEAN has been criticized by the international community about unity and
clarity in resolving the problems in Burma. Which is make ASEAN is seen as a paper
tiger, couldn’t resolve the problem entirely. There was a major question if ASEAN in
2015 will be cooperated for making structures or mechanism in order to increase
the role and performance in resolving the political problems and ASEAN security.
Otherwise, ASEAN will become a weakness point of the region. In particular, the
issue of ethnic and religious that occurred between Buddhist and Rohingya Muslims
in Rakhine State Burma in 2012. Lead to unrest and resulted in the injury, death,
and houses have been damaged. Although the government has announced a state
of Emergency, but it becomes even more severe, and became the scene of riots in
the other cities, also became a conflict between Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims in
Burma. The impact caused the offensive to Muslims around the world. Until the
Human Rights Watch group urged Burma's government to find solutions and
prevent serious problems. It also represents a failure of government to resolve the
ethnic and religious diversity in the country. It may lead to the efforts of other
minorities to claim the right to govern themselves, and may lead to the use of

military force to resolve the problem over the negotiations.

Despite the changes that have occurred in Burma from policy reform,
relaxed attitude of their government, and the role of Aung San Suu Kyi leads
democratic development in Burma in present day which is reassuring to the
community in the world. However, the path to reform has not changed easily.
Despite the political peaceful, freedom, and democracy systems will be more
receptive, but Burma still experiencing opposition conflict from people inside which
has ethnic and religious divisions different become deeply rooted cleavage. It is a
key factor impeding reform the country, and impact the political and security pillar
of the community and the role of ASEAN. Therefore entering into the ASEAN
Community should be reminded of the old problems that may emerge in Burma. In
order not to become a failure of the ASEAN Community like it had been in the
past.

[Thammasat Journal, Volume 33 No.1, 2014]

Keyword: Myanmar, Ethinic and Religious Problem, Rohingya, Myanmar Reform
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