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Abstract

This research paper aims to explore the perspectives of the Thai state towards the ‘older persons’
through the history of welfare provision in Thailand that has been changed since the absolute monarchy to
the present by analysing the political, economic and social contexts, both internal and external factors.
The paper also applies ‘Discourse Theory’ to analyse and interpret language demonstrated in official and
unofficial documents through communication methods, words, events, beliefs, symbolic interpretation, or
the creation of values concerning older persons by the Thai state. In addition, historical and documentary
research methods, especially critiques from primary and secondary sources, are applied to reveal the state’s
perspectives. The findings show that the use of certain words and discourses of the Thai state shown in
the announcements, laws, policies or memos in publications are important evidence reflecting the shift in
state perspectives on older persons at various key stages, depending significantly upon changes in external
and internal contexts. There are five phases of change in the perspectives of the Thai state: (1) the era of
valuing older persons; (2) the era of social assistance and the degradation of older persons; (3) the era of
restoring the good image of older persons; (4) the era of enhancing the economic and cultural values of
older persons; and (5) the era of transitioning from social assistance to universal rights for older persons.
With the rapidly growing ageing population, it is thus essential for the Thai state to accelerate the creation of
knowledge and to advocate the policy based on two critical approaches — the multi-generational approach
and the community-based approach. These approaches are essential to maintain a good way of how family
and society members treat and care for older persons and sustain the country’s welfare budget in
the long term.

Keywords: History of older persons; Aged society; Value of older persons; Ageism; Social welfare
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